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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


ARTICLE I.—Glycerine. Inaugural Thesis presented to the 
Faculty of Rush Medical College, Feb. 1st, 1856. By H. 


WARDNER. 
Glycerine (glukus—sweet) is the base of all fats and oils 


that are saponafiable. It was discovered by Scheele, in 1789, 
in the process of lead-plaster making, and was called by him 
the sweet principle of oils. Twenty years afterwards, Chevreul 
found it to be the base of fats and fat oils. It consists of one 
equivalent of the hypothetical radical glycerule (C® H’,) five 
equivalents of oxygen (05,) and one of water (H®,) and in 
chemical language, is termed the hydrated oxide of glycerule. 

It is obtained in an impure state during soap making, which 
fact has given it the popular name of “soapmaker’s waste.” 
From this source, hundreds of tons are annually thrown away. 

A second source, is in the manufacture of the common lead- 
plaster, 7. ¢., by heating together a suitable oil, protoxide of 
lead, and water. An insoluble soap of lead is formed, while 
the glycerine remains in solution with the water. 

_The solution is then treated with sulphuretted hydrogen, to 
free it from any of the lead which might be remaining; then 
digested with animal charcoal, to purify it from the gaseous 
impurities which might be present. If the oil used is vegetable, 
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it frees the solution from any of the coloring and odoriferous 
principles; and if it be animal, it frees it from any tainted ani- 
mal odor. The solution is then filtered, and lastly evaporated 
in vacuo, at the temperature of the atmosphere. This is the 
source from which it has mostly been obtained. 

A third source, is in the stearine candle manufacture, where 
the glycerine is separated by the lime saponafication. Mr. G. 
F. Wilson states, that many of ‘the purifiers of glycerine seem 
to have preferred this source. 

A fourth process for obtaining it, is given by Mr. G. F. Wil- 
son, in an article on “Glycerine and its Uses,” presented before 
the British Association, at Glasgow, in September, 1855, which 
is as follows: ‘Steam, at a temperature of 550° to 600° Fahr., 
is introduced into a distillatory apparatus, containing a quantity 
of palm oil. The fatty acids take up their equivalents of water, 
and the glycerine takes up its equivalent; they then distil 
together. In the receiver, the condensed glycerine, from its 
greater specific gravity, sinks below the fat acids. Sufficient 
steam must be supplied, and the temperature regulated, other- 
wise the elements of glycerine do not take up their equivalents 
of water, and acroleine is evolved—a body of a very different 
character. In an ordinary apparatus, the glycerine distilled 
from neutral fat is not in a sufficiently concentrated state for 
most purposes; it should, therefore, be concentrated, and if 
discolered, re-distilled. Thus obtained, it is of sp. gr. 1.240, 
and contains 94 per cent. of anhydrous glycerine.” 

This process appears to me, to be much better than any of 
the preceding, on account of the purity in which the glycerine 
can be obtained. Distillation might be used to purify the 
impure product of the old sources. 

Glycerine, is a colorless or slightly yellow, transparent 
- liquid, of the consistence of syrup. It is “unctuous to the 
feel,” and has a decidedly sweet taste, with a slightly acrid 
aftertaste. It is not evaporated by exposure to air, but may 
be decomposed by a high temperature, when it yields the vola- 
tile compound called acroleine (C6H*02,) which is said to 
attack the eyes and nose in a very painful and even intolerable 


degree. It may be observed that acroleine, with three parts of 
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water (3H0,) gives the formula for glycerine, which might be 
called a hydrate of acroleine. 

It does not become rancid, nor does it pass spontaneously 
into a state of fermentation. 

It mixes in all proportions with aqueous and alcoholic fluids ; 
also, with vinegar: and, in certain proportions, it mixes with 
adeps, gnd fatty matters, and volatile oils. 

According to M. A. P. Cap, “it dissolves vegetable acids; 
all the deliquescent salts; the sulphates of potassa, of soda, and 
of copper; the nitrates of potassa and of silver; the alkaline 
chlorides, potassium, sodium, barytes, strontium, bromine, 
iodine, and even the oxide of lead. Also, it dissolves iodine ; 
iodide of sulphur, potassium, and mercury. It dissolves or 
suspends the vegetable alkaloids in the same manner as water 
does; while the products, resulting from its action, may be 
employed the same as if oil had been the recipient. The salts 
of morphia dissolve in it completely, even cold, in all propor- 
tions. Sulphate of quinine, in the proportion of one-tenth, 
when it is hot, dissolves in it; but, when cold, separates into 
clots, which, when triturated with the supernatant liquid, give 
it the consistence of a cerate, very useful for frictions and 
embrocations. It is the same with the salts of brucine, strych- 
nine, veratrine, and most preparations of the same order, which 
enables us to consider that we have now, if not medicinal oils 
with a vegetable alkaloid base—at least, a series of new pre- 
parations which will fulfil a perfectly analagous use in thera- 
peutics.”’ 

Dr. Crawcour, of New Orleans, has found it to be an excel- 
lent solvent for phosphorus, in the proportion of two grains to 
the ounce of boiling glycerine; and to be far better of adminis- 
tration than the oil solution, as it is free from nauseous taste, 
and readily miscible with water. 

It might be used for syrup or sugar in many pharmaceutical 
preparations. ¢ 
_ Mr. Wilson speaks highly of it as an agent for the preserva- 
tion of colors, and has placed specimens of it in the hands of 
artists for further trial. The same gentleman found it useful 
as an antiseptic, both for animal flesh and fish; and also pro- 
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poses it as a preservative of fruit. Its antiseptic effects are 
evident, from what has been before said of its constitution and 
properties. 

As an external remedy, it is valuable on account of its non- 
evaporating and unctuous properties, in addition to which it ds 
slightly hygrometric (taking up a small portion of water and 
retaining it;) thus, both lubricating the surface, and protecting 
it from the air. According to M. Cap, it penetrates the pores 
of the skin, and keeps upon its surface, on account of its hygro- 
metric virtues, a sort of permanent moisture. It cicatrizes 
fissures of the breast, cracks and fissures of the skin, preserving 
its suppleness and calming the erythism. The same gentleman 
further states, that Dr. Dallez has pronounced it the most effica- 
cious of all cosmetic agents. 

M. Trousseau has used it with benefit in superficial cutaneous 
diseases; in prurigo; and affections of the ear resulting from 
irritation of the skin, propagated from the external to the 
internal auditory apparatus. 

M. Velpeau speaks of its use in all cutaneous affections, 
which would become irritated by fatty or stimulating com- 
pounds; and, more especially, in pruriginous affections of the 
parts of generation, of the anus, or their annexe. 

M. Bazin frequently employs it in eczema, zona, acne, icthy- 
osis, and all cutaneous affections which do not depend on some 
morbid visceral changes. 

Dr. H. A. Johnson, of Chicago, has used it with marked 
benefit, at the Mercy Hospital, in a case of lepro-psoriasis. 

I have used it in treating surfaces, excoriated by frost-bite, 
with superior benefit. It hastens cicatrization, and forms a 
sort of artificial cuticle on parts where suppuration has not 
actually begun. 

I have prescribed it in one case of chapped hands, for a man, 
who declares “there is nothing like it;’’ have used it, also, in 
chronic eczema and burns, with very satisfactory effects. It 
may safely be pronounced one of the best of external remedies. 

Being hydro-carbonaceous in its constitution, and somewhat 
analagous to cod-liver oil, it would seem to be well adapted to 
consumptive and scrofulous diseases: a supposition which facts, 
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so far as its use has yet gone, strongly corroborate. Whether 
its effects, in these cases, are owing to its being used by the 
system as respiratory food, and so preventing the oxygenation 
of the tissues; or, rather, to its favoring a healthy digestion, 
and assisting in the assimilation of nutritious ingesta; has not 
been determined. However, the latter hypothesis seems to be 
the more tenable from the nature’of the case; besides, observa- 
tion goes far to sustain it. Dr. Crawcour, (the only person 
known to have used it internally, before its introduction into 
the hospital,) who has witnessed its effects in these diseases, 
asserts that “it, in a short period, relieves the cough, improves 
the digestive powers, and appears to increase the fat-producing 
principle in phthisical patients.” Its modus operandi has not 
yet been determined; but, from what we already know of its 
miscible and penetrating qualities, we infer that it readily 
passes into the circulation, in which, and in its course through 
the liver, it meets with lactic and other organic and fatty acids, 
which are capable of being modified, so as to combine with it as 
a fatty base: so that we have, present in the blood, the 
elements necessary for the deposition of adipose matter. 
According to this hypothesis, it would be especially useful in 
tabes mesenterica, and where there is impairment of the diges- 
tion, from deficient and unhealthy secretion of bile and 
pancreatic juice; or, where there exists lesions of the lacteal 
system, preventing the absorption of chyle, which is generally 
.considered to be an emulsion of the oleaginous ingesta. 

In its internal use, it has great advantage over cod-liver oil, 
on account of its blandness, and favoring instead of destroying 
the digestion, and nauseating the patient. In children, it is 
easy of administration, on account of its sweet and agreeable 
taste. : 

In the latter part of October, 1855, by permission of Dr. N. 
8S. Davis, I used it at the Mercy Hospital, in the proportion of 
four parts to one of the syr. of the iodide of iron, in the case of 
a man about 40 years of age, who had been using the cod-liver 
oil, but was obliged to discontinue it, on account of its nauseat- 
ing and irritating effects on the stomach. This man, at the 
time, was much emaciated, much troubled with coughing, and 
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expectorating daily nearly a pint of thick, tenacious mucus, 
freely mixed with tubercular matter in a granular form. The 
infra-clavicular space was considerably fallen in, and all the 
symptoms and signs plainly evinced quite an advanced stage of 
the disease. He had been under treatment for several weeks, 
just previous, for chronic diarrhcea, which was not entirely 
cured. ' 

In about a week after commencing the use of this prescrip- 
tion, the cough and expectoration ceased, and the patient was 
much improved generally. He has continued its use up to the 
present time, Jan. 10, 1856; has regained his natural fulness 
and rotundity, and is fast regaining his strength. 

Dr. Davis subsequently used the same remedy in a case of 
incipient tuberculosis, with equally satisfactory results. Dr. 
De Laskie Miller recently prescribed it in a more advanced 
stage of the disease, with the most happy effects. In conclu- 
sion, I believe it a most valuable addition to the list of curative 


agents. 


By 





ARTICLE II.—Forceps versus Embryulcia Instruments. 

J. R. Freese, M.D., Bloomington, Ill. 

Most of my friends call me a bold operator, a bold practi- 
tioner, &c.; nevertheless, I know full well, that, however bold 
I may be where I can see and feel, and thus know exactly what 
I am doing, I am considerably timid when it comes to working 
with sharp instruments among delicate organs and tissues in, 
the dark. 

There is no operation to which I have ever felt a greater 
aversion than craniotomy, or embryotomy. Not that I have 
any conscientious scruples about it, but the delicacy of the 
occasion; the soft, delicate tissues with which the instruments 
must come in contact more or less; and the ugly look of the 
instruments to be used, have all conspired to make me wish 
that I may never be under the necessity of performing the 
operation; and thus far I have been gratified in my wish. 

A few months ago, however, I thought (to use a common 
expression) that I “was in for it” —and the manner in which 
I “got out of it,” will form the subject of this article. If the 
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publishing of it enables any of my medical brethren to get out 
of a like difficulty in a like satisfactory manner, I shall consider 
myself fully repaid for the trouble of reporting the case. 

Mrs. W. was, and is, a strong, healthy woman, of about 32 
years of age. She was not married until 30, and in less than 
a year thereafter she was in the usual interesting condition, 
and prepared to present her husband with a pledge of her 
affection. Her labor pains commenced on Friday evening, and 
continued, with more or less force, until Sunday night at 12 
o’clock, when I was sent for as consulting physician. On 
arriving at the house, and learning the history of the case from 
the attending physician, I proceeded, at once, to make a care- 
ful examination per vaginum, and found, somewhat to my 
horror, that the antero-posterior diameter of the pelvis was 
only from two to three inches, while the transverse diameter 
was only from three to four inches. (My estimates of size were 
made only by the fingers—not having any better means at 
hand—yet I think them correct, or about so.) At once the 
horrors of craniotomy, with its punctures, and breakings, and 
crushings, and mutilations, arose to my mind; but, not having 
any embryulcia instruments with me, yet having brought along 
a pair of Hodge’s forceps, and feeling that whatever was done 
would have to be done quickly, I concluded to try the efficacy 
of a milder kind of crushing, before going into the wholesale 
business of craniotomy. As the woman’s pulse was fast sink- 
ing—indeed, her pulse was scarcely perceptible—I at once fixed 
upon the following plan, and resolved to put it into execution 
without delay :— 

The pelvic strait, I concluded, was large enough to admit the 
entrance and exit of the closed forcep blades, and if I could 
get them fairly on the head of the child (it being a vertex pre- 
sentation,) I would use force enough to crush the head within 
the size of the forcep blades, and thus deliver the woman. 
Having told the attending physician of my plan, and informed 
the friends that the operation was a critical one for the mother, 
and certainly fatal to the child, I proceeded to place the woman 
in situ, and apply the blades of the forceps secundum artem. 
Having got the blades fairly applied, and assured myself that 
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there was no portion of the genital organs within their grasp, I 
seized and pressed the handles of the forceps with such force as 
to bring them directly together, aud thus secured them with a 
cord. I was then prepared to draw upon the feetus, which I 
did first very gently, with a slight rotary movement, and then 
with considerable force, but not an iota did it come forward. 
After allowing my patient to rest for a few moments, I again 
applied force, and a very considerable too; and this time there 
was a slight advance, sufficient to encourage me to make a third 
attempt, after allowing my patient a little time to rest. I now 
changed her position from the edge to the middle of the bed, 
and had her hips raised by placing pillows underneath. I stood 
myself upon the bed, and, when all was ready, I again applied 
a very considerable force to the forceps, giving them such 
motion and direction as would favor the delivery; and, as “for- 
tune favors the brave,” and ‘perseverance is followed by 
success,” this time I succeeded in completely delivering the 
head. I immediately untied the handles and took the forceps 
off from the head—and such a looking head! two or three times 
as long as it was broad, looking more like a section of the 
human arm, than a foetal head. I spéedily pressed and molded 
it into shape as best I could, and then proceeded to deliver the 
balance of the body, which I had to do entirely by force, as 
there were no labor pains whatever. Observing that the child 
did not breathe, I blew into its mouth and tried to make a 
bellows of its chest, and pretty soon my efforts were rewarded 
by seeing the child commence to breathe. Having cut the 
cord, I passed the child to the nurse, with particular directions 
as to its care. 

The mother did not flow more than usual; and, except very 
great exhaustion, consequent upon the long labor and operation, 
no special‘symptoms presented themselves to our care. In 
nine days she was up and about the house, attending to her 
usual duties. 

Strange to say, and contrary to every probability, and my 
own definite prognosis, the child lived—continued to enjoy good 
health; and, to-day, is as healthy, and seems to enjoy as good 
mental faculties as any child in the city! 
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Now, for the lessons which we should learn from this case; 
which, to me have been, and to others, I think, will be, 
interesting and instructive. 

According to most authorities, a man would be justifiable in 
proceeding, at once, with embryotomy, whenever he found the 
bones of the pelvis approach nearer each other than three 
inches in the antero-posterior diameter by four inches trans- 
versely ; especially, where the patient had been in strong labor 
more than two whole days, and the examination indicated the 
child to be over the usual size, as it proved in this instance. 
Had I proceeded at once with craniotomy, the child, of course, 
would have been destroyed; and the severity and tediousness 
- of the operation, in her then enfeebled condition, would, nine 
chances in ten, have produced the death of the mother; both 
of which unhappy consequences were avoided by the expedient 
I adopted. 

Again, it is another instance in proof of the great amount of 
pressure and distortion which the foetal head will bear without 
destroying life, or injuring the mental faculties; and it teaches 
us, that, even in the most desperate cases, we should not despair 
of the life, either of mother or child. I frankly confess, that 
when I took off the forceps and pressed the child’s head into 
shape, it was not with any idea of the child’s living, or of 
saving its life, but only to give it a more comely look to the 
ladies present, that they might not be horrified at the unseemly 
distortion, which the pressure of the forceps had produced: and 
when I produced artificial respiration, it was more as a “pro- 
Sessional ruse”’ than from any hope of benefit—nevertheless, 
I did them, and the result proved the fallacy of my own definite 
prognosis, much, however, to my own satisfaction. Such mis- 
takes in prognosis, don’t hurt the doctor much. 

Another lesson to be learned from this case, is that of perse- 
verance. If I had become discouraged, and given up my plan 
of treatment, after completely failing in the first attempt; or, 
if I had given up after the second attempt, both lives would 
have been lost: for I think now, as I thought then, that the 
mother’s life would have been certainly sacrificed in the opera- 
tion of craniotomy, however skilfully it might have been 
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performed. I persevered, and, in the third attempt, I suc- 
ceeded, although I had failed twice previous. One line of the 


school-boy’s song reads :— 
“Tf at first you don’t succeed, try, try again.” 


And it is a lesson to be heeded by the surgeon, as well as by 
the school-boy. 

The force that may be applied with safety, in extracting the 
foetus, is another lesson to be learned from this case. I ama 
strong, muscular man—and when I say that I applied a “very 
considerable force,’ you.may well guess what it means. How- 
ever, before applying such great force, I remembered to observe 
Davy Crockett’s axiom, to “be sure I was right, before going 
ahead.”’ I was sure that there was sufficient room for the exit 
of the closed forcep blades, and that there was no portion of 
membrane, or other portion of the genital organs, within the 
grasp of the forceps; and, as I felt that life or death depended 
on the success of my plan, I applied more force than I would 
have dared to do under less urgent circumstances. The woman, 
in recovering, did not complain of more than ordinary soreness, 
and no immediate or subsequent ailment has happened to the 
womb or vagina on account of the force applied. 

In conclusion, let me suggest, that, in all cases where there is 
room for the entrance and exit of the closed forcep blades, try 
my expedient; and if you succeed, as I did, you'll thank me for 
the suggestion. 

I look upon such fortunate results to exceeding difficult cases, 
as green spots in the great desert of practice; and, if others of 
our professional brethren will take the trouble to report such 
as have occurred in their own practice, it will relieve the tediwm 
of, and cheer us on, in the arduous duties of our noble profes- 
sion. 





ARTICLE III.—Case of Paralysis. By 8. 0. Lona, of Big 
Rock, Illinois. 

_. Mr. B., a worthy and industrious man, though of somewhat 
intemperate habits, in returning to his home, May 10th, 1854, 
fell from his wagon, his back, in the fall, striking the wheel; 
and, on his attempting to rise, found himself perfectly helpless, 
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and unable to move, excepting his head and arms. Was car- 
ried to his house by some of the neighbors, and I was called to 
see him the same night. 

Present Condition. Complained of considerable pain between 
the shoulders and through the chest. In passing my hand over 
the spinous process, there was some tenderness about the fifth 
and sixth dorsal. Pulse somewhat accelerated—tongue partly 
covered with whitish coat—moderate thirst. Laying my hand 
on the abdomen produced no sensation at all, neither in the 
limbs. In fact, all motion and sensation were entirely lost. 
Perfect paraplegia of lower part of the body and extremities— 
the abdomen hard and tympanitic—bladder distended, with 
inability to pass his water—bowels constipated. I directed 
fomentations to be applied to the dorsal region. Introduced a 
catheter, and evacuated a large quantity of urine. The bowels 
to be opened with castor oil, 3ss.; turpentine, 3i.; repeated every 
two hours, if necessary: then give Dover, grs. viii., every four 
hours; and nitrate potash, grs. v., and tart. emet., 10 gr., be- 
tween; with morphine, } gr., every hour, till pain is controlled. 

12th. Dr. C. Wheeler visited him in consultation with me. 
The fomentation seemed to afford him considerable comfort, and 
to some extent relieved the tenderness. Oil and turpentine 
acted on the bowels freely, though did not remove the tym- 
panitis. Pulse less frequent—skin moist—tongue less coated 
and moist—unable to pass water. Dr. W. advised cupping be- 
tween the shoulders, and apply warm or cold water to the part, 
as most agreeable to the patient; evacuating the bladder with | 
the catheter, and light diet. I applied a cupping glass, after 
scarifying, and took 3 vi.; which, as he said, “‘made him feel as 
though he could get up and walk.” ; 

13th. Continued the treatment. 

14th. No change for the better—bowels torpid—moved them 
with stimulating enema and turpentine. Bladder distended— 
attempted to relieve with the catheter, introduced without any 
difficulty, but no urine passed. Naturally presuming that it 
had not entered the bladder, I partly withdrew, and again gently 
pressed, and could feel it pass into the neck, and still no water 
followed. I then exchanged for another instrument, and made 
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another attempt, with no better success. On withdrawing and 
examining, I found the eye clogged with a bloody, jelly-like 
substance. I then enlarged the eye of the catheter, and, with 
a syringe, injected some warm water through the catheter into 
the bladder; but nothing returned. After some hours, Dr. 
Allaire visited him in consultation, and, with a different instru- 
ment, drew off a large quantity of stale urine. 

Now, in regard to this difficulty in evacuating the urine, I 
could not, and have not exactly satisfied myself, though Dr. 
Allaire was of the opinion that it was caused by the stricture, 
which I did not pass. It may be so, as the result would seem 
to justify. The treatment agreed upon, was to apply a blister 
between the shoulders and one side of ‘the spinal column, and 
when partly healed, to repeat to the other side; try the effects 
of tinct. canths., for the palsy of bladder—that failing, then 
strychnine, in 1-12 gr. doses, three times a day; animal food, 
with friction to the lower limbs; keeping the bowels open, and 
catheterism. This course was carried on until the 24th, with- 
out any improvement in the symptoms. At this time, he 
began to be afflicted with severe spasms, which were almost 
immediately controlled for the time by inhalations of chloro- 
form, 3ii. to Ziv.; which, however, would arrest the action of 
the heart, cause congestion of the lungs, and aphyxia, to such 
a degree, that I thought best to discontinue it—in fact, he 
refused to inhale more. I them prescribed morphine, in } to 
} gr. doses, to repeat every hour, till the spasms were controlled, 
or the system brought under its influence. This treatment 
would nearly allay the spasm, but it required such a quantity, 
in the aggregate, as to produce narcosis. Belladonna was given 
till it acted on the system; without, however, any alleviation of 
the complaint. I now proposed, as the blistered surface was 
healed, to insert a seton near the injured part, as a means of 
allaying the chronic inflammation and promoting absorption. 
He would not consent to this course on any condition, neither 
_ Mercury in any form. Continued the treatment as given above, 
together with anodynes, and wrote a line to Dr. Allaire upon 
the case; and received from him an interesting communication 
upon the subject, expressing his views of the case. As the 
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course he proposed would be judicious in similar cases, I cannot 
do better than to insert an extract from his letter :— 

“Tt is certain that the cause of all the symptoms, is the local 
injury and its effects. The effects of the injury are, probably, 
thickening of the fibrous tissues surrounding the spinal cord at 
the part, and perhaps, also, serous effusion around and soften- 
ing of the cord. The indication, then, is to reduce what there 
is of chronic inflammation in the part, and promote the absorp- 
tion of thickened tissues. I believe this can be best done by 
putting him under the influence of mercury, and inserting an 
issue or seton near the part. As a temporary palliation of the 
spasms, you might try ext. stramonium, giving a dose three times 
a day; but opium, in some form, probably, will have to be your 
main dependence. If possible, I should try to get along by 
giving only at night, and in doses large enough to produce 
sleep, thus imitating nature. The mercury, when I have to 
give it a long time, as you may in this case, I use as follows: 
give 1-20 of a grain of calomel every hour, until the gums are 
touched. Then give the same dose morning and night. If this 
did not keep up a gentle influence, then repeat the dose.” 

I stated to Mr. B., Dr. Allaire’s proposed course of treating 
the case; and, although ‘he had confidence in his professional 
abilities, declined any further treatment, and said he had con- 
cluded to supply himself with and make use of Dr. Jayne’s 
medicines, believing they would soon “get him on his feet 
again.” He run through the list of his medicines in a few 
weeks, and then omitted them entirely. 

Sept. 19th. I was requested to visit him and insert a seton, 
which I did, though without expecting a beneficial result—he 
gradually failing. Soon after, dysentery supervened, which, 
together with local injury, produced such a condition that death 
in a few days relieved him of suffering. 





Ninth Annual Session of the American Medical Association. 

_ The Association met at Fireman’s Hall, Detroit, Mich., May 
6, at 11 o’clock, A. M., and was called to order by the Presi- 

dent, Dr. G. B. Wood, of Pennsylvania. Dr. D. Tilden, of 

Ohio, Vice-President, occupied a seat upon the platform. Dr. 

Wm. Brodie, of Detroit, Secretary. 
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Dr. Pitcher, of Michigan, in behalf of the committee of 
arrangements, said :— 

MR. PRESIDENT—In the name of the physicians of Michigan, 
who are here represented by delegates from their State, Dis- 
trict and more local societies, we welcome the members of the 
American Medical Association to the State and City of our 
adoption. 

As children who have wandered from the family altar, to im- 
prove their fortunes in new and distant lands, would meet with 
bounding hearts the patriarch of their early homes, so we, 
whose lot has been cast in the forests of the West, now greet 
with kind emotions, the delegates from the old colony States, 
hallowed in our memories by their revolutionary associations, 
honored for the elegance and durability of their seats of learn- 
ing, and cherished as the home or the birth-place of many of 
the most brilliant and highly cultivated intellects in our national 
domain. 

With a fraternal attachment, no less ardent, we receive the 
members coming from other States of the confederacy, which, 
like our own, have a position among the stars of the Union, 
but, by the accident of birth, are excluded from a place among 
the stripes of our national escutcheon. 

And to our brethren who are here, by invitation, from the 
British Provinces in America, with whom, from a common an- 
cestry, we have derived, by inheritance, our best and earliest 
ideas of civil liberty, much of our literature, and many of the 
practical precepts which regulate our art, we offer a like and 
cordial reception. 

Although actively engaged in the battle of life, and earnestly 
struggling to overcome the obstacles which, in an undeveloped 
country, lie in the way of professional success, we have striven, 
like the devoted Parsee, to keep alive the fire which, in our 
youth, we kindled at the altars of those Magi who now come— 
not like the wise men of the East, under the guidance of a new 
risen star, by acts of devotion to celebrate the advent of a 
Messiah—but to receive from us, on this ground, from which 
the footprints of the savage have scarcely been erased by the 
plowshare of the white man, where the echoes of the boat-song 
of the lively Gascon may still be heard between the strokes of _ 
the paddlewheel and the whistlings of the locomotive, the 
- tokens of a sincere friendship, the acknowledgment of a legiti- 
mate paternity, and the homage due from filial and grateful 
hearts. 

The student of our political history is well aware that, under 
the pressure of exterior force, we have been compelled, on five 
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different occasions, to change our national colors, but never to 
abjure the faith of our political sires; so now, we intend stead- 
fastly to stand by the true in medicine, under all the forms of 
temptation, as we will, under all the phases of political fanati- 
cism, defend the ark of the covenant of our political fathers. 

We pray that the meetings of the Association, though purely 
scientific in its aim, may be so conducted as to become instru- 
mental in promoting these great ends. 

Again, gentlemen, we bid you, from whatever land, State, or 
section of the country you may have come, in the name of com- 
mon brotherhood in science, a warm and cordial welcome. 

The roll was then called by Dr. Wistar, of Pennsylvania. 

On motion of Dr. Thomson, of Delaware, a recess of fifteen 
minutes was taken to allow the delegates from the respective 
States to report one member from each State represented, as a 
committee to nominate officers for the ensuing year. 

At the expiration of the recess, the Association was called 
to order, and the different State delegations then reported their 
choice, respectively, of a delegate to serve on the nominating 
committee, which was constituted as follows:— 

Maine—N. P. Monroe. 

New Hampshire—H. Pierce. 

Vermont—C. L. Allen. 

Massachusetts—H. H. Childs. 

Rhode Island—J. E. Warren. 

Connecticut—David Harrison. 

New York—William Rockwell. 

New Jersey—L. A. Smith. 

Pennsylvania—John Neill. 

Delaware—J. W. Thomson. 

Maryland—P. Wroth. 

South Carolina—E. Geddings. 

Tennessee—J. B. Lindsley. 

Kentucky—W. 8. Sutton. 

Minnesota—C. W. LeBoutillier. 

Michigan—M. Gunn. 
Ohio—Thomas W. Gordon. 
Indiana—Dr. Winton. 
Iilinois—H. Noble. 
Wisconsin—W. H. Brisbane. 

After the nominating committee had retired, Dr. Pitcher, of ° 
Michigan, from the committee of arrangements, submitted the 
following report :— 

In conformity to the domestic and social usages of the place 
of meeting, the committee have to suggest, that the sessions of 
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the Association take place in accordance with the following 
plan, and that they commence and terminate each day at the 
hours designated therein :— 

Tuesday—Morning session begins at 9 A.M., and ends at 
half-past 12 M. Afternoon session begins at 2 P.M., and ends 
at 5 P.M. ' 

Wednesday—Morning session begins at 9 A.M., and ends at 
half-past 12 M. Afternoon, no session. 

Thursday—Morning session begins at 9 A.M., and ends at 
half-past 12 M. Afternoon session begins at 2, and ends at 5 
P.M. 

Friday—Morning session begins at 9 o’clock A.M. 

This arrangement of the hours of meeting and adjournment, 
conforms, also, to the suggestions contained in the resolutions 
of Dr. N. 8. Davis, of Illinois, and which were, on his motion, 
referred to this committee for their consideration, by a vote of 
the Association. Regard for the mover of the resolutions, and 
the authority of the body by which they were submitted to us, 
requires from the committee a respectful reply. Your com- 
mittee, in view of the existing state of our professional litera- 
ture, feel reluctant to advise a departure from the present mode 
of laboring to promote a higher degree of culture in those pre- 
paring to become members of the medical profession, and to 
establish in those already engaged in its duties a habit of 
recording the results of their. observations. They think that 
the effects of such a change, as is contemplated in the resolu- 
tions of Professor Davis, and the more amplified expression of 
his idea, contained in the address of the then President, Dr. 
Pope, of Missouri, delivered at Philadelphia, in 1855, can be 
easily forseen. To a few who are gifted with colloquial powers, 
and to others who have undergone the discipline required to fit 
them for public debate, the interest of the meetings, conducted 
upon the plan proposed in the resolutions, would be greatly 
increased; but, as the great body of the Association would 
(voluntarily it is true) be excluded from participation in these 

‘exercises, the enthusiasm which now characterizes our anniver- 
saries would subside, and with it the professional esprit du corps 
which has been already developed through the instrumentality 
of the Association. We presume, that the objects for which 
this organization was effected, have not been lost sight of by 
the majority of its members. Neither can it be pretended that 
- those purposes have been so far accomplished as to justify us 
in laying it aside, or of diverting it from its original design. 

Your committee feel that the profession has no right to rail 
at the public for misappreciation of it, so long as we continue 
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to admit men into its folds destitute of that knowledge, both in 
nature and degree, necessary to make a decent appearance in 
. general society, or to fit a man for the more ordinary and. less 
responsible pursuits of life. From the early records of the 
Association, it appears that this conviction, on the part of the 
profession in the United States, connected with the design of 
reforming, in certain particulars, the medical schools of our 
country, led to its organization in 1847; and, until its mission 
in both respects has been accomplished, the committee would 
reluctantly recommend the adoption of any measure tending in 
their judgment to divert it from the design of its creation. 
Thus far, the influence of the Association has gradually 
extended itself into the rank and file of the profession. It has 
increased the number of writers, given an impulse to the medi- 
cal mind, and encouraged a useful and laborious class, gratified 
to observe and willing to submit their observations to the pub- 
lic, because they can be incorporated into the body of the 
transactions without being subjected to a sifting criticism. It 
is true, that, in this way, articles have been printed that did 
not always enure to the credit of the Association; but, at the 
same time, and by that means, motion and fertility have been 
given to minds that would have lain fallow and unproductive, 
which the dread of the conspicuity belonging to a mental 
gymnasium would have driven into deeper obscurity. The 
committee, however, whilst they would resist any tendency to 
radicalism in their own opinions, cannot dismiss the subject 
without expressing their belief, that, in order to secure the 
objects of our organization, it is as necessary to increase the 
breadth and depth of its base as to elevate the shaft designed 
to spring from it; for, without such preparation, the super- 
structure, however beautiful in aspect, would be of transient 
duration. 

Having arranged the hours for meeting and adjourning, so as 
to place it in the power of the Association to adopt or reject, 
without inconvenience, the proposition of Dr. Davis, the com- 
mittee respectfully ask to be excused from submitting a distinct 
proposition on the subject. 

By order of the Committee of Arrangements, 
Z. PITCHER, Chairman. 

The report was accepted. 

The President announced the death of the eminent Dr. John 
C. Warren, of Boston, Mass., in that city, on Sunday morning. 

Dr. Childs, of Mass., felt compelled to say a few words in 
this connection. He had been associated with the deceased for 
more than half a century, and should feel that he had been 
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derelict of duty if he neglected to speak in his laudation. Dr. 
Warren was the nephew of Joseph Warren, who fell gloriously 
at the Battle of Bunker Hill. He was at the head of his pro- 
fession in Massachusetts—had been President of the State 
Medical Society, and occupant of other elevated medical posi- 
tions. His professional reputation was high, and his personal 
reputation spotless. His fame was not confined to Massachu- 
setts. Though devoted to medical science, he was not limited 
to that alone, but paid attention to every branch of literature 
and art. If young members of the profession would be useful 
and eminent, they should follow the example of Dr. John C. 
Warren. To the older, the speaker would point out Dr. W.’s 
moral character as an examplar. Such a life as his inevitably 
terminates in a death beatified by a surety of eternal happiness. 

Dr. Gross, of Kentucky, made some remarks, eulogistic of 
the deceased. He alluded to his high reputation—a reputation, 
he observed, not confined to America, but extending to every 
corner of the civilized world. Dr. Warren was the Nestor of 
American surgery. Dr. G. concluded by offering the follow- 
ing :— 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to draft 
resolutions expressive of the feelings of this Association at the 
loss of their late associate, Dr. John C. Warren. 

The resolution was adopted, and the President appointed, as 
such committee, Dr. Gross, of Kentucky, Dr. Childs, of Massa- 
chusetts, Dr. Wood, of New York, Dr. Pitcher, of Michigan, 
and Dr. Geddings, of South Carolina. 

On motion, the Association adjourned to 2 P.M. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The President called the Association to order at 2 o'clock. 

The Secretary read a letter from Dr. Grafton Tyler, of the 
District of Columbia, one of the Vice-Presidents, excusing his 
absence. 

He also read letters from the State Medical Society of Ten- 
nessee, and from the University of Nashville, inviting the asso- 
ciation to hold its next annual session at Nashville, Tennessee. 
Also, one tendering the use of the Hall of Representatives, of 
that State, for the purpose of said session. 

On motion of Dr. Brodie, of Michigan, referred to committee 
on nominations. 

The committee on nominations submitted the following re- 

ort :— 
2 The committee of nominations unanimously nominate the 
following officers of the American Medical Association for the 
ensuing year :— 
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President—Dr. Zina Pitcher, of Detroit. 
Vice-Presidents—Drs. Thomas W. Blatchford, of New York; 
Wm. K. Bowling, of Tennessee; E. Geddings, of South Caro- 
lina; W. H. Brisbane, of Wisconsin. 

Secretaries—Drs. Wm. Brodie, of Michigan; R. C. Foster, 
of Tennessee. 

Treasurer—Dr. Casper Wistar, of Pennsylvania. 

The report was accepted, and the nominations unanimously 
confirmed. 


On motion of Dr. Atlee, of Pennsylvania, the President was 
requested to deliver his annual address. 


At the conclusion of the address, on motion of Dr. Atlee, of 
Pennsylvania, 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Association be presented to 
our late President for the able and interesting parting address 
he has just delivered, and that he be requested to present to 
the committee of publication a copy, for preservation in our 
transactions. 


On motion of Dr. Atlee, of Pennsylvania, 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to inform 
the President and Vice-Presidents elect, of their election, and 
conduct them to their seats. 


The President appointed, as such committee, Drs. Atlee, of 
Pa., Reeves, of Ohio, and Sutton, of Ky. 

Upon taking the chair, Dr. Pitcher said :— 

Although fully aware of my indebtedness, for this distinction, 
to your observance of a custom equivalent in force to positive 
law, of selecting your presiding officer, in each successive year, 
from the State in which the meeting of the Association is held, 
I feel myself more honored by your partiality, than if I had 
received the same mark of respect from any other body of men 
known to the annals of our country. 

This sentiment of regard for the body towards which I now 
hold, by this act of yours, so delicate and interesting a relation, 
has been inspired by a contemplation of the ideal of the physi- 
cian, and strengthened by my growing acquaintance with the 
individuals which compose it. 

Being unaccustomed to presiding in deliberative assemblies, 
[I shall throw myself upon the indulgence of the Association, 
and rely upon the kindness and intelligent co-operation of the 
individual members for assistance, in performing the duties of 
the chair. 

Whilst thanking you most cordially for this expression of 
confidence, I = only assure you that such abilities as I possess 
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shall be devoted to the prosperity of the Association and the 
harmony of its proceedings. 

On motion of Dr. Gunn, of Michigan, 

Resolved, That the resolution passed at St. Louis, requiring 
a majority of the committee on publication to be appointed 
from residents of the place where the meeting is held, be re- 
pealed. 

Dr. Phelps, of New York, offered the following :— 

Whereas, The pleasure and satisfaction of attending the 
deliberations of this Association would be greatly enhanced, 
the duties of the secretaries and reporters facilitated, and order, 
at the same time, secured, by the observance of two things, to 
wit: first, that the audience be put in possession of the name 
and residence of the speaker; and, secondly, that they be ena- 
bled distinctly to hear what he has to say; therefore, 

Resolved, That no one be permitted to address the Associa- 
tion, except he shall have first given his name and residence, 
which shall be distinctly announced from the chair, and the 
member be required to go forward and speak from the stand, 
and not more than ten minutes at one time: 

A motion to lay on the table was lost. The resolution was 
then adopted. 

At the request of Dr. Gross, of Kentucky, his report upon 
‘“‘The Causes that Retard Medical Education and Literature,”’ 
was made the special order for Wednesday, at 10 o’clock. 

Dr. Palmer, of Ill., from the Committee on Prize Essays and 
Volunteer Communications, submitted the following :— 

“The Committee on Prize Essays and Volunteer Communi- 
cations,” report, that some months since they issued a card, 
which was extensively published in the medical journals, setting 
forth the terms upon which essays intended for prizes would be 
received ; but that the number of papers presented has been but 
four. 

By referring to the past records of the Association, it is 
found that the numbers received by preceding committees have 
been: in 1852, 16; in 1853, 15; in 1854, 9; in 1855, 6; and 
in 1856, 4. Your committee beg leave to call attention to this 
almost regular and quite rapid decrease in the number of essays 
presented, for the purpose of having the Association consider 
whether there be not danger that the number which may here- 
after be furnished will be so small as to afford insufficient range 
of comparison and choice to cause the preference shown to be 
much valued, if, indeed, presentations do not cease altogether, 
and whether any means should be devised for preventing such 
a result. 
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The essays, received by your committee, have been subjected 
to a careful examination; and, while admitting that they all 
possess a degree of merit which would render them suggestive 
and useful, if given to the profession, still, in their opinion, but 
one manifests that evidence of careful and laborious investiga- 
tion, that wide scope and rigid accuracy of logical reasoning, 
that chasteness of expression and artistic skill in the presenta- 
tion of the subject, as to furnish sufficient claim for awarding a 
prize by this body. 

But one prize is, therefore, awarded. The essay selected for 
this honor, bears the title: “An Essay on the Arterial Circula- 
tion.” 

It is regarded by the committee as possessing the merits just 
alluded to; and, while not wishing to give an unqualified 
endorsement of all the views which it contains, they regard it 
as possessing not only interest in its physiological and scientific 
relations, but also real value in its pathological and practical 
bearings. 

The production has considerable length, and by the fulness 
with which the views advanced are discussed, it partakes as 
much of the nature of a treatise as an essay. It has, at least, 
one quality which Lord Bacon considered necessary to a treatise, 
as distinguished from an essay—it required a degree of leisure - 
on the part of the writer, and will require the same on the part 
of the reader for him fully to appreciate its value. 

The essay bears the motto: “Una est Veritas.” 

Signed, A. B. Patmer, Chairman, 
SAMUEL Denton, 
Srtas H. Dove.ass, 
ABRAHAM SAGER, 
E. ANDREWS. 

On breaking the seal of the accompanying packet, Dr. Henry 
Hartshorne, of Philadelphia, Pa., was found to be the successful 
essayist. : 

The report was accepted. 

Dr. Blatchford, of N. Y., from the Committee on “Hydro- 
phobia and the Connection of the Season of the Year with its 
Prevalence,” read a report thereon. The committee, in con- 
clusion, submitted the following resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, that the Secretary transmit to the Governor of 
each State a copy of the statistical part of this report, with the 
respectful request that he would bring the subject before the 
Legislature of the State over which he presides, that in their 
wisdom they may devise and unite upon a plan by which the 
evil may be mitigated, if not removed. 
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The Committee-on Nominations reported in favor of holding 
the next annual meeting of the Association at Nashville, Tenn. 

Dr. Gross, of Kentucky, moved to strike out ‘Nashville, 
Tenn.,” and insert “ Louisville, Ky.”” He thought Nashville 
at present difficult of access. 

Dr. Geddings, of S. C., and Lindsley, of Tenn., advocated 
the adoption of the report. 

Dr. Gross withdrew his amendment, and the report was 
adopted. 

Dr. Wistar, of Pa., from the Committee on Publication, made 
the annual report. It states, that the first copies of the trans- 
actions of the last session of the Association, were issued on 
the 10th of November, 1855; that 1,100 copfes were printed; 
that the aggregate expense of printing, illustrating and binding, 
was, $1,922 70; that the distribution of the volume was 
effected, in every possible instance, by express; that Drs. C. 
Hooker, of Ct., Alden March, of Albany, J. L. Atlee, of Pa., W. 
Brodie, of Mich., C. B. Gibson, of Richmond, E. L. Beadle, of 
N. Y., H. W. Desaussure, of 8. C., C. A. Pope, of Mo., D. H. 
Storer, of Mass., T. G. Richardson, of Ky., J. Moran, of R. L., 
T. Miller, of D. C., F. E. B. Hintze, of Md., L. P. Bush, of Del., 
Z. Pitcher, of Mich., and J. B. Lindsley, of Tenn., have rendered 
essential service to the Association—some, in procuring sub- 
scription to the volume, and all by co-operation in its distribu- 
tion; that it is important to secure efficient co-operation in 
every State by the appointment of gentlemen whose duty it 
shall be to aid in procuring subscriptions for and circulating the 
transactions; that Connecticut is especially to be commended 
for her services in this particular; that not a little embarrass- 
ment was experienced by the committee in restoring to the list 
of permanent members the names of those who had been left 
off by order of the Association for non-payment of assessments ; 
that they had endeavored, however, by careful comparison of 
the various lists, to supply all omission$; that the committee 
had been reluctantly obliged to omit from the transactions two 
valuable reports on epidemic diseases, by Dr. L. H. Anderson, 
of Ala., and Dr. E. D. Fenner, of New Orleans—but as they 
had not been presented to the Association, and acted on by 
that body, there was no other alternative; that the following 
resolution, passed at the last session should be strictly enforced: 

Resolved, that, hereafter, beginning with the session of 1856, . 
no report, or other paper, shall be entitled to publication in the 
volume for the year in which it shall be presented to the Asso- 
ciation, unless it be placed in the hands of the Committee of 
Publication on or before June Ist. 
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The report further states, that 1e number of volumes of tran- 
sactions now remaining on hand, is as follows: of Vol. I., 41; of 
Vol. II., 9; of Vol. ILL., 32; of IV., 7; of Vol. V., 316; of 
Vol. VI., 66; of Vol. VII., 120; of Vol. VIII., 351; that 
some of the leading journals abroad have expressed a strong 
desire to complete their sets, and it rests with the Association 
to determine whether the missing numbers shall be supplied ; 
that, as only seven complete sets of the transactions are now in 
the possession of the Association, the committee recommend 
that no copy of either of the eight volumes, which is necessary 
to the complete sets now remaining, shall be disposed of separ- 
ately, or with any number of volumes short of a complete set. 

Dr. Atlee, of- Penn., made some remarks upon the report, 
in the course of which he stated, that the Smithsonian Institu- 
tion had been offered as a permanent place of session for the 
Association. He concluded, by moving that the Committee on 
Publication preserve five complete sets of the proceedings. 
Carried. 

Dr. Wood, of Philadelphia, moved to refer the nomination of 
standing committees to the Committee on Nominations. Carried. 

The same gentleman made a request, in behalf of Dr. Ham- 
ilton, that the committee of which Dr. H. is Chairman may be 
continued for another year, it not being prepared to report at 
present. Granted. 

Dr. Breckenridge, of Ky., stated that the committee on Medi- 
cal Literature was ready to report. 

The President suggested that the reading of the report follow 
that of the report of Dr. Gross, which had been made the special 
order for Wednesday, at 10 A.M. 

Dr. Palmer, of Chicago, stated that the Committee on Plan of 
Organization for State and County Medical Societies was ready 
to report. ; 

Dr. Pomeroy, of N. Y., moved to re-consider the resolution 
requiring a member, when speaking, to stand upon the platform, 
and not to occupy more than ten minutes in his remarks. Lost. 

Dr. Smith, of N. J., moved that that portion of the resolu- 
tion requiring members, when speaking, to take the stand, be 
rescinded. Carried. 

Dr. Atlee, of Pa., moved to refer the prize essay of Dr. Harts- 
horne on Arterial Circulation, and the report of Dr. Blatchford 
on Hydrophobia, to the Committee on Publication. Carried. 

- Dr. Wistar, of Pa., the Treasurer, read his annual report. It 
recommends that the Treasurer be requested, at an early date 
after the adjournment of the present meeting, to address a cir- 
cular to each permanent member, announcing the abrogation of 
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the resolution of 1854, (making a yearly subscription to the 
transactions obligatory,) and the consequent restoration to mem- 
bership of all those dropped from the published list of that year ; 
advertising, also, the practicability of procuring back numbers 
of the transactions, with information as to the cost at which the 
series of volumes may be rendered complete, or an entire set 
furnished by the Association. 

The account of the Treasurer with the Association is as fol- 
lows :— 





Dr. 
To cash paid Dr. John L. Atlee, of Committee on Washington Monu- 
TIIIINIINL: Chisusinddccdncanes tarckesssionneaieieasennsns sonibenniaantnebseeneeesen $498,70 
To cash paid C. B. Norton, for iittndh and packing Vol. VII., in 
in thocivdadiiad eanisieks didpaebitn rebbbeheentiire Sebeeebadiioreten sense 8,00 
To cash paid J. D. Trask, for Prize BER, srcseieonescavssesverstoneecesesensse 100,00 
To cash paid for postage ‘of BOOPOREET, <0 ooseer ovccccsencceces cocces cocses cocoee 2,50 
To cash paid D. C. Baxter, for engravings of Vol. VIII, ...........ssese0+ 72,75 
To cash paid for postage of chairman of publication committee,......... 4,09 
To cash paid Thos. Sinclair & Co., for lithographs for Vol. VIII......... 101,20 
To cash paid T. R. & P. G. Collins for printing and binding 1,100 copies 
WE Fh. Vii ie ovcice cecssecessconeseoe seescosoy céeseons, seneeeoes.cosces soses sosceeoess 1,748,75 
To cash paid T. R. & P. G. Collins for binding 25 copies Vol. VI, and 
Printing Notices, .......00 seccerses socscoees coeseeccs coreceees seseceees soenes eveees ve 4,52 
To cash paid H. Barnes for distribution of Vol. VIII, and services as 
i dhdveedd vevirascisdoness soctwedeuwevest sieeve bnevicaseresseotseespsiveseseeeeooees 50,00 
To cash paid T. R. & P. G. Collins for printing notices, ...........ss0e00+ 1,25 
To cash paid Blanchard & Lea for freight, porterage, boxes, &c., for 
Wiis. WEMls crores sonconssoces vescorcsossonssocesesepnsoes éonbeoses- vnnoscessncossoonsoss 34,99 
To cash paid for postage, antes ine and stationery of Treasurer,... 6,99 
To balance, .......0.ssesesee dasann sebestocnses sonedeses sesbnesebacsosioesebeedsesesooeee . 950,52 
$3,584,26 
By cash received from Dr. Isaac Wood, being the Sane! in the Trea- 
aury, April B0th, 1856,,...... ....00c0cccs sevcsceed coccsecccver coeves coeses coeees $1,015,26 
By cash received from Dr. Isaac Wood, being the balance in the 
Treasury of prize essay fund, April 30th, 1855, ...........ssesesseeeeeeeee 100,00 
By cash received from assessment and the sale of transactions,....... . 2,150,50 
By cash received from Dr. E. L. Beadle, for the sale of transactions, 12,00 
By cash received from Dr. Wm. Brodie for do ...........seeeeeeeseseee eeeeee 12,00 
By cash received from Dr. A. March for do........+ssseeeeceseeeceeseceee cee 24,00 
By cash received from Messrs. Blanchard & Lea for do........... poetensd 102,50 
By cash received from Dr. Chas. Hooker for do...........sscsseeeeeeeeeeeee 168,00 
$3,584,26 


The correctness of this account is certified to by the proper 
committee. 

The report was accepted, and referred to the Committee on 
Publication. 

Dr. McNulty, of the New York Academy of Medicine, offer- 
ed a resolution, that a committee of one from each State be 
appointed by the Committee on Nominations, to prepare, and 
report to the Association during the present session, an address 
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to the people of the United States, setting forth the strong 
claims the medical profession have on their respect, gratitude, 
and confidence. 

Dr. McNulty explained the purpose for which he offered the 
resolution. Many people, he said, had a prejudice against the 
medical profession for holding to the dignities of their calling, 
and entertained the idea that the science of medicine was a col- 
lection of absurdities and superstitions. He wanted to show 
clearly that this is not the fact, and, in this view, he thought 
the address proposed would have a beneficial effect. 

Dr. Kittredge moved to amend the resolution by making it 
read, that every member of the Association should take the 
stump and defend the cause. 

After a few other remarks the resolution was withdrawn. 

A gentleman, whose name we did not learn, stated that Dr. 
Wood, of New York, who was then in the meeting, had lately 
performed an operation in an extraordinary case—removing a 
jawbone—and moved that a time be appointed for the Associa- 
tion to examine the part extirpated. 

Dr. Wood said he had not with him the article spoken of by 
the preceding speaker, but would lay it on the desk of the 
President this morning. 

Dr. Gunn, of Michigan, reported the following names of 
members, by invitation: Dr. P. N. Curtis, of Teumseh, Michi- 
gan, proposed by Dr. M. A. Patterson, of Tecumseh; Dr. C. 
West, proposed by Dr. Z. Pitcher, of Detroit; Dr. James 
Bronson, of Newton’ Falls, Ohio, proposed by Dr. Thomas W. 
Gordon, delegate from the Ohio Medical Society; Dr. Benjamin 
Stanton, of Salem, Ohio, proposed by Dr. Geo. Mendenhall, of 
Cincinnati; Dr. Eames, of Ohio, proposed by Dr. Stockwell; 
Dr. N. K. Maniates, of Marshall, proposed by Dr. M. Gunn, 
of Detroit. The report was adopted. 

The President read a communication from Dr. Stille, chair- 
man of the committee appointed last year to consider the sub- 
ject of extending the lectures of each chair in medical schools 
over a period of two years, stating that the views of medical 
institutions had, as yet, been imperfectly ascertained, and ask- 
ing a continuance of the committee. Granted. 

Dr. Watson, of New York, moved that the committee on 
epidemics meet immediately after the adjournment. Agreed to. 

The President read an invitation to the Association to attend 
the session of the American Association for the advancement 
of Science, at Albany, in August next; at which time, also, the 
Dudley Observatory will be inaugurated, and an address de- 
livered by Hon. Edward Everett. The invitation was accepted. 
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The Association then adjourned, to meet to-morrow morning 
at 9 o’clock. 





SECOND DAY. 


The Association was called to order by the President, at 9 
o'clock this morning. 

The minutes were read, corrected, and approved. 

Dr. Wistar, of Pa., read the list of delegates who had regis- 
tered their names since the last report. 

The Secretary read communications from the following gen- 
tlemen, asking an extension of time in which to report upon the 
subjects named :— 

Dr. A. J. Semmes, of N. Y.—‘Coroner’s Inquests.” 

Dr. J. Taylor Bradford, of Ky.—‘Treatment of Cholera.” 

Dr. D. M. Reese, of N. Y.—‘‘ Infant Mortality.”’ 

Dr. E. R. Peaslee, of Me.—“ Inflammation, &c.”’ 

Dr. J. W. Corson, of N. Y.—‘*The Causes of the Impulse of 
the Heart, and the Agencies which Influence it in Health and 
Disease.” 

Dr. Mark Stephenson, of N. Y.—‘‘ The Treatment best adapt- 
ed to each variety of Cataract, with the Method of Operation, 
Place of Election, Time, Age, &e.”’ 

Dr. Beech, of Mich.—‘“ Medical Topography, and Epidemics.” 

Dr. J. C. Hutchinson, N. Y.—‘‘The Anatomy and Histology 
of the Cervix Uteri.” 

Referred to Committee on Nominations. ° 

The Secretary announced that he had received the following 
resolution, adopted at the last meeting of the New York State 
Medical Society :— 

Resolved, That the members of the American Medical Asso- 
ciation be invited to attend the semi-centennial celebration 
of this society, which will occur on the first Tuesday of February, 
1857. 

The invitation was accepted. 

The Secretary read the following communication, dated April 
T, 1856, from the Secretary of the Ohio State Medical Society: 

Sir—At the annual meeting of this society, held in June last, 
at Zanesville, Ohio, the following resolutions were adopted, and 
I was directed to furnish you with a copy of the same:— 

Resolved, That the resolution offered by Dr. Grant, (a mem- 
ber of this society, but not at this or that time a practitioner, 
but a lawyer,) at the last session of this society, viz: ‘That it 
is not derogatory to medical dignity, or inconsistent with medi- 
cal honor, for medical gentlemen to take out a patent-right for 




















ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 273 


surgical or mechanical instruments,” ‘was offered at a time when 
many members had left for their homes, and is not, therefore, 
the sense of the society. 

Resolved, That the said resolution is in direct opposition to 
the code of medical ethics adopted by this society ; and, there- 
fore, be it further 

Resolved, That said resolution, offered by Dr. Grant, and 
adopted by ‘the society, be and is hereby rescinded. 

The communication was ordered to be placed upon the 
minutes. 

The Secretary read a communication from Dr. Hamilton, of 
Buffalo, N. Y., transmitting the second part of a report upon 
Deformities after Fracture and Dislocations, and asking for a 
correction of the minutes of last session in regard thereto; Dr. 
H. also asked that he be permitted to incorporate, in a volume 
upon the subject he is preparing for publication, that portion of 
the report already published by the Association. 

On motion of Dr. Brodie, of Mich., the minutes were amended. 

Dr. Atlee, of Pa., offered a resolution that the report of Dr. 
H., in regard to the publication of the report, be granted. 

Dr. Lindsley, of Tenn., opposed the resolution. A similar 
request was denied at the session of the Association held at St. 
Louis. 

Dr. Palmer, of Ill., moved to refer the matter to a special 
committee. Carried. 

The President appointed as such committee, Drs. Palmer, of 
Ill., Atlee, of Pa., and Hills, of Ohio. 

The following gentlemen were admitted as members, by in- 
vitation, of the Association: Drs. Edward Cox and S. B. French, 
of Battle Creek, Mich., introduced by Dr. Gunn; Dr O’ Donohue, 
of Battle Creek, introduced by Dr. Coates; Dr. G. W. Car- 
hartt, of Wayne, N. Y., introduced by Dr. Cone; Dr. 8. A. 
Scott, of Woodstock, C. W., introduced by Dr. Stewart; Drs. 
E. R. Thornton, of Belleville, Mich., Holl ve Shiawassee, Mich., 
Foster, of Unadilla, Mich., and W. H. Stephens, of Mich., 
introduced by Dr. Denton; Dr. Thos. M. F ranklin, of Lafayette, 
Ind., introduced by Dr. Rockwell. 

Dr. Gunn, of Michigan, moved that those gentlemen from 
Canada, who are here by general invitation, be admitted in a 
body, and be requested to take seats on the platform during this 
-morning’s session. Carried. 

The following gentlemen complied with the invitation :— 

Dr. E. M. Hodder, F.R.S.E., Prof. of Midwifery and Dis- 

eases of Children, Trinity College, Toronto. 

Dr. J. H. Richardson, M.R.C.S.E., Examiner in Anatomy, 

University of Toronto. 
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Dr. Norman Bethune, M.R.C.S.E., Professor of Anatomy, 
Trinity College, Toronto, C.W. 

Dr. Worthy Haswell, M.R.C.S.E. 

Dr. A. K. Dawson, College Physicians and Surgeons, New 
York, Licentiate of Province of the Canadas. 

Dr. Geo. Coatsworth, Medical Department University of 
Buffalo, Licentiate of Province of the Canadas. 

Dr. John Tarquand, Woodstock, C.W. 

In receiving them upon the platform, the President, Dr. 
Pitcher, said he was happy to be the instrument of celebrating 
the nuptials by which we effect a scientific re-union of the two 
members of the Anglo-Saxon race, which have so long been 
separated by the political relations having their origin in the 
separation of the American Colonies from the English crown. 

Dr. Hodder, in behalf of his Canadian brethren, thanked the 
Association for the courtesy and kindness extended to them. 

Dr. Sutton, of Ky., offered a resolution, that 1,000 copies of 
the address of the late President, Dr. Wood, be published. 
Adopted. 

On motion of Dr. J. B. Lindsley, of Tenn., 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed by the 
Chair, to prepare a suitable minute in reference to the death of 
our late lamented Secretary, Dr. P. C. Gooch, of Richmond, 
Va., who fell a martyr while contending with the pestilence in 
Norfolk, in 1855. 

The President appointed as such committee, Drs. Lindsley, 
of Tenn., Thomson, of Del., and Mendenhall, of Ohio. 

Dr. Gross, of Ky., from committee appointed the day previ- 
ous, reported the following preamble and resolutions relative to 
the death of Dr. J. C. Warren, of Boston :— ; 

Whereas, it has pleased Almighty God to remove from the 
scene of his earthly labors, our late fellow-member, Dr. John 
C. Warren, of Boston, formerly President of this Association, 
and for many years Professor of Anatomy and Surgery in 

‘Harvard University ; 

And, Whereas, It is just and proper that, when a great and 
good man dies, his memory should be cherished by his fellow- 
citizens, and transmitted unimpaired to posterity for the 
encouragement of future ages: therefore, 

Resolved, That this Association has learned with profound 
regret the news of an event, which has deprived the American 
Medical profession of one of its oldest, most useful, and most 
illustrious members—American surgery of one of its greatest 
ornaments—science of one of its best friends—and humanity 
one of its noblest benefactors. 
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Resolved, That the life of Dr. J. C. Warren affords an ex- 
ample of a man who, notwithstanding the possession of ample 
riches, devoted himself, heart and soul, for upwards of half a 
century, to the cultivation and advancement of his profession, 
and to the good of the human race. 

Resolved, That this Association deeply sympathizes with the 
family of Dr. Warren, in their bereavement, and that the Secre- 
tary be requested to transmit to them a copy of these proceedings. 

The preamble and resolutions were adopted and referred to 
the Committee on Publication. 

Dr. Gross, of Ky., read a report on “ The Causes which Impede 
the Progress of American Medical Literature.” In conclusion, 
he submitted the following resolutions :— 

Resolved, That this Association earnestly and respectfully 
recommends: Ist. The universal adoption, whenever practicable, 
by our schools, of American works, as text books for their pupils. 
2d. The discontinuance of the practice of editing foreign writings. 
3d. A more independant course of the medical periodical press 
towards foreign productions, and a more liberal one towards 
American; and, 4th, A better and more efficient employment 
of the facts which are continually furnished by our public institu- 
tions, for the elucidation of the nature of diseases and accidents, 
and, indirectly, for the formation of an original, a vigorous, and 
an independant national medical literature. 

Resolved, That we venerate the writings of the great medical 
men, past and present, of our country, and that we consider 
them as an important element of our national medical literature. 

Resolved, That we shall always hail with pleasure any useful 
or valuable work emanating from the European press, and that 
we shall always extend to them a cordial welcome, as books of 
reference, to acquaint us with the progress of legitimate medicine 
abroad, and to enlighten us in regard to any new facts of which 
they may be the repositories. 

Dr. Phelps, of New York, moved that the report and resolu- 
tions be adopted. 

At the suggestion of a member, the question was divided. 
The report was adopted. 

Upon the reading of the first resolution, a member proposed 
to substitute “just” for “liberal” in line 8. Dr. Gross, ac- 
cepted the amendment. Dr. Palmer, of Ill., wished to under- 
stand the meaning of the word “practicable,” as employed in 
the resolution (line 8).- If it meant that an inferior work by an 
American author was to be used in our medical schools, in pre- 
ference to a superior one, treating of the same subject, by a 
foreign author, he was decidedly opposed to the resolution. If, 
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when the American work is equal or superior to the foreign one, 
it is to be used, then he had no objection. He alluded to works 
by eminent English and French authors. 

Dr Gross, explained. One of the works alluded to by Dr. P. 
must of necessity be used in our medical institutions of learning, 
as there is no work by an American author on the same subject. 
Foreign works should be used as books of reference, and Ameri- 
can books, ‘‘when practicable” as text books. 

Dr. Yandel, of Ky., moved that the resolutions be made the 
special order for Thursday morning. Lost. 

Dr. Cobb, of N. Y., was opposed to the resolutions. If adop- 
ted and sent out to the world, they savor to much of Know- 
nothingism to make them palatable. [Sensation. ] 

Dr Leide, of Pa., was in favor of leaving to teachers of medi- 
cine the selections of their own text books. 

Dr. Davis, understood there was another report touching upon 
the same subject—that upon “ American Medical Literature,”’ 
by Dr. Breckenridge, of Ky. He moved to lay the resolutions 
upon the table until that report was read. Carried. 

The Secretary read a communication from Dr. P. A. Jewett, 
of Con., Chairman of the Committee to procure Memoirs of the 
Eminent and Worthy Dead. Referred to Committee on Nom- 
inations. 

Dr. Breckenridge, of Ky., read a report upon American 
Medical Literature. 

On motion of Dr. Hooker, it was accepted and referred to 
the Committee on Publication. 

The Association then adjourned till to-morrow morning, at 9 
o'clock. 





THIRD DAY. 


Mornine Session. 
The Association was called to order, by the President, at 9 
o'clock. , 
The minutes were read, corrected, and approved. 
A communication from Dr. Wroth, of Md., relative to a re- 
ort upon the Medical Topography of the Eastern shore of 
Maryland, and one from Dr. Thomson, of Ky., relative to a 


” 


report on “Chloroform,” were referred to the Committee on 
Nominations. 

. The Secretary read a letter from E. 8. Lesmoines, of St. 
Louis, enclosing an autograph letter from M. Dubois. 

The Secretary read a communication from J. C. Holmes, 


Esq., the Secretary of the Michigan State Agricultural Society, 
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presenting to the Association twenty-five copies of the Trans- 
actions of the Society for 1858, and also the same number of 
the Transactions of 1854. ; 

Dr. Brodie, of Mich., moved that the thanks of the Associa- 
tion be returned therefor, and that one copy be presented to 
each State represented. Carried. 

On motion, Dr. Magugin, of lowa, was appointed a member 
from that State of the Committee on Nominations. 

On motion of Dr. Atlee, of Pa., 

Resolved, That the President shall be authorized, annually, 
to appoint delegates to represent this Association, at the meet- 
ings of the British Association, the American Medical Society 
of Paris, and such other scientific bodies in Europe as may be 
affiliated with us. Adopted. 

Dr. Gluck, of New York, offered the following :— 

Whereas, During the present year, a medical congress is to 
be held in Europe, therefore, 

Resolved, That the American Medical Association send to 
that congrees four delegates, representing the four sections of 
the Union. 

Dr. Davis, of Ill., thought it might be necessary and proper 
to send a greater number than four. He moved to lay the reso- 
lution on the table. Carried. 

Dr. Clendenin offered the following :— 

Resolved, That a committee of one be appointed, for a period 
of three years, with instructions to report progress at each 
annual meeting of this Society, to investigate the etiology and 
pathology of epidemic cholera, and that said committee be allow- 
ed to add any other members to the same which they think may 
be necessary to further the objects of the appointment. 

On motion, referred to the Committee on Nominations. 

On motion of Dr. Mendenhall, of Ohio. 

Resolved, That the Secretary be instructed to strike the name 
of C. H. Cleveland from the list of permanent members of this 
Association. 

On motion of Dr. Atlee, of Pa., 

Resolved, That the name of James R. McClintock be stricken 
from the list of permanent members. 

These expelled members were accused by the movers of the 
resolutions of having retrograded into quackery. 

On motion of Dr. Bissell, of New York, 

Resolved, That this Association has learned with deep regret 
of the death of one of its members, Dr. Theodore Romeyn 
Beck, of Albany, N.Y., whose whole life has been devoted to 
the attainment and promotion of medicine and general science ; 
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and that we do hereby express our high appreciation of the 
excellencies of his character, distinguished by its simplicity, 
. integrity, and firmness of purpose, and by the extent and 
variety of his acquirements in medical as well as in almost 
every other department of science. 

Resolved, That the above resolution be referred to the Com- 
mittee to Procure Memorials of the Eminent and Worthy Dead, 
and that they be requested to procure a memoir of the late Dr. 
Beck, to be published in the transactions of the Association. 

Dr. Bloodgood, of Ill., offered the following :— 

Resolved, That the Constitution of this Association be so 
amended, as that, hereafter, the President shall be elected by 
ballot, and shall not be resident of the State in which he is 
elected. : 

On motion of Dr. Watson, of N.Y., laid on the table. 

Dr. Gunn, of Mich., reported the following members present 
by invitation: Dr. Ashley, of Ypsilanti, Mich., introduced by 
Dr. Brodie; Dr. H. F. Ewers, of Union, Mich., introduced by 
Dr. B. White, of Saginaw; Dr. Alex. Ewing, of Dexter, Mich., 
introduced by Dr. Denton; Dr. Reynall, of Dansville, N.Y., 
introduced by Dr. N. W. Ely; Dr. J. F. McCarthy, of Ind., 
introduced by Dr. Davis; Dr. M. H. Andrews, of Jonesville, 
Mich., introduced by Dr. Cone; Dr. J. R. Coates, of Kalama- 
z00, Mich., introduced by Dr. S. Barrett; Dr. W. H. Stebbins, 
of Saline, Mich., introduced by Dr. Denton; Dr. D. L. Briggs, 
of St. Joseph county, Mich., introduced by Dr. Robinson. 

Dr. Wistar, of Pa., offered the following which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the invitation to gentlemen of the medical 
profession of Canada, extended to them by the American Medi- 
cal Association at its session in Philadelphia, be renewed for 
the meeting at Nashville, Tenn.; and, that this Association may 
be safe from the introduction of unsuitable persons, it is recom- 
mended that gentlemen presenting themselves from the Province 
of Canada, should be provided with a letter of introduction to 
this Association from one of the following gentlemen: Drs. 
Tarquand, A. Scott, Woodstock, Canada; Drs. Hodder, 
Bethune, Richardson, Bonell, Haswell, Widmer, Beaumont, 
Herrick, of Toronto; Drs. O’Reilly, Craggie, Duggan, of Ham- 
ilton; Dr. Sampson, of Kingston. 

Dr. Phelps,:of New York, offered the following :— 

Whereas, It has pleased an all-wise but inscrutible Provi- 
dence, to visit the city of Norfolk, Va., and vicinity, with a 
desolating pestilence, equal to, or surpassing, any recorded in 
ancient or modern times, and by which, in a few weeks, forty 
physicians, either residents or those from abroad, who had 
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promptly rushed to the rescue, among the number of whom was 
our late Secretary and associate, Dr. Gooch, of Richmond, had 
been swept away, therefore, 

Resolved, That such an instance of signal and unflinching 
devotion to the cause of science and of humanity, demands at 
the hands of this National Association a passing expression of 
their high admiration of this, another memorable instance of the 
unparalleled sacrifices of the profession to the interests of the 
healing art and of the race. 

Resolved, That this minute be incorporated in our transactions. 
Adopted. 

On motion of Dr. Palmer, of Ill., Rt. Rev. Samuel A. McCos- 
kry, Episcopal Bishop of this diocese, was invited to a seat upon 
the platform. 

The like courtesy was extended to Dr. Mussey, formerly 
President of the Association. 

Dr. Stocker, of Pa., offered the following amendments to the 
constitution :— 

Amend article 3 so that.it shall read: “Article 8. The regu- 
lar meetings of the Association shall be held annually, and com- 
mence on the first Tuesday of May. The Association shall meet 
biennially in the city of ——. The place of meeting for the inter- 
mediate year shall be determined by a vote of the Association.” 

Amend article 4 by providing for one permanent and two 
assistant secretaries, and also specifying the duties, &c. of each. 

Laid on the table under the rule. 

‘Dr. Dorsey, of Ohio, offered the following :— 

Resolved, That in May, 1858, and every third year thereafter, 
this Association meet at Washington City, and that the present 
officers be requested to correspond with the Board of Managers 
of the Smithsonian Institute, in regard to furnishing necessary 
rooms for the keeping of the archives of the Association. 

Laid on the table under the rule. 

On motion of Dr. Sheets, 

Resolved, That it is derogatory to the dignity of the medical 
profession to notice the works of irregular practitioners in our 
medical periodicals. 

Dr. Frost, of 8. C., objected to the introduction of resolutions. 
He thought it irregular.—Reports were the order. 

Dr. Davis, of Ill., moved that reports be made the special 
order. Carried. 

Dr. Watson, of N. Y., moved to reconsider the last vote, in 
order to take up the resolutions attached to the report of Dr. 
Gross, of Ky., upon the “Causes which Retard American Medi- 
cal Literature.” Carried. 

18 
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The resolutions were taken up. The question being upon 
their adoption. 

Dr. Gross read extracts from his report, explained the intent 
of the resolutions, insisted upon their necessity, and advocated 
their adoption. 

Dr. Davis, of Ill., was opposed to adopting any report. There 
were now before the Association two reports, [the one by Dr. 
Gross, of Ky., and one by Dr. Breckenridge, of Ky.,] present- 
ing directly adverse views. He thought both should be accept- 
ed and referred to the proper committee—nothing more. 

Dr. Breckenridge, of Ky., said the point at issue is—whether 
the Association will favor the sectionalism or the universality 
of medicine. If Dr. Gross’ report and resolutions are adopted 
we decided in favor of the former. 

Dr. Cobb, of N. Y., foresaw the difficulty that would arise in 
adopting Dr. Gross’ report the day previous. 

Dr. Watson, of N. Y., moved to reconsider the vote by which 
the report was adopted. Carried. 

He then moved that the report be accepted. Carried. 

On motion of Dr. Atlee, of Pa., the report and resolutions 
of Dr. Gross, and the report of Dr. Breckenridge, upon “‘Ameri- 
can Medical Literature,” were referred to the Committee on 
Publication. 

Dr. Palmer, of Ill., from special committee to which was re- 
ferred the communication of Dr. Hamilton, reported the follow- 
ing resolution, which was adopted :— 

Resolved, That leave be granted to Dr. F. H. Hamilton to 
make use of the materials of his report on ‘‘ Deformities after 
Fractures,”’ which is in course of publication by this Association, 
in his anticipated work upon ‘‘ Fractures and Dislocations.” 

Dr. A. B. Palmer, Professor in the Michigan University, 
from the Committee on Plans of Organization for State and 
County Medical Societies, presented a lengthened and able 
report, containing numerous useful suggestions, with outlines 
for the proper organization of local societies, and a series of 
resolutions in accordance with the views enforced in the report. 
Accepted, and referred to the Committee on Publication. 

On motion, the resolutions were temporarily laid on the table 
for further action by the Convention. 

Dr. Davis, of Illinois, chairman of special committee, reported 
on ‘‘ The Changes in the Composition and Properties of the Milk 
of the Human Female, Produced by Menstruation and. Pregnan- 
cy,” in a paper containing numerous valuable details of much 
interest to the profession and the public, obtained by careful 
examination and analyses, and showing conclusively the ill 
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effects of lactation, especially during the latter of the periods 
referred to. Accepted, and referred to Committee on Publication. 

Dr. Chas. Q. Chandler, of Missouri, who was to report on 
‘Malignant Periodic Fevers,’’ submitted, as a substitute, through 
Secretary Brodie, a paper on “Sulphate of Cinchona,” which 
was received as a “voluntary contribution,” and referred to a 
special committee. 

Dr. Johnson, of Chicago, asked further time to report on “ Ex- 
cretions, &c.’”’ Referred to Committee on Nominations. 

Dr. J. M. Newman, of Buffalo, from Committee on “the 
Sanitary Police of Cities,” presented an elaborate report, em- 
bracing details of the various estimated causes of disease in 
cities, as Compared with rural localities, together with numerous 
valuable statistics of mortality in the largest cities of Europe 
and the Union, of which the Doctor, at the request of the Asso- 
ciation, gave a brief, verbal abstract. The report evidently em- 
bodies a vast mass of useful information, with deductions from 
it that city life is inimical to health and longevity, and argu- 
ments enforcing the urgent necessity for ameliorating the sani- 
tary condition of the populous localities of cities and large 
towns. Of diseases, arising from impure air and insufficient 
ventilation, classed under the term “zimotic,” the report 
stated, that, in 1850, 40 per cent. of all the deaths in the vari- 
ous cities were of that nature. The report also embodied 
details of the loss of life from cholera, small-pox, &c., giving 
startling expositions of danger from these sources, and recom- 
mends the enactment of laws for compulsory ventilation and 
cleanliness, as well as for vaccination, &c. Accepted and 
referred to Committee on Publication. 

The President here requested such delegates as would prefer 
to take passage, on their return, on the Michigan Central 
Railroad Company’s steamer Western World for Buffalo, which 
leaves to-day, at 12 M., to signify their wishes. 

Adjourned to 2 P.M. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The Association met at 2 o’clock. 

Dr. Frost, of Charleston, 8.C., offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was adopted :— 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Association are due to the 
retiring officers, for the zealous and efficient manner in which 
their duties have been performed; to our late President, for the 
courtesy and ability with which he has presided over our delib- 
erations; to all the officers, for their attention to the laborious 
duties of their stations—not excepting our Committee on Publi- 
18* 
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cation, to whom we must feel indebted for the satisfactory form 
in which the volume of the transactions appears. 

Dr. A. J. Fuller, of Me., chairman of the Committee on the 
Best Treatment of Cholera Infantum, read a report thereon, in 
which he stated that the pathology of the disease was little 
understood, and that physicians should interchange views on the 
subject. 

The report was accepted and referred to the Committee on 
Publication. 

Dr. Green, of N.Y., chairman of the Committee on the Use 
and Effects of Application of Nitrate of Silver to the Throat, 
read a report thereon. He asserted that great benefits had 
been derived from topical medication in thoracic diseases—tuber- 
culosis, bronchitis, &c. The report was accepted and referred 
to the Committee on Publication. 

Dr. Flint, of Louisville, Chairman of the Committee on the 
Best Mode of Rendering the Medical Patronage of the National 
Government Tributary to the Honor and Improvement of the 
Profession, read a report thereon. He denounced the granting 
of patents, by the United States government, to “quack medi- 
cines ’’—stating, however, that it appears, from a letter, written 
by the present Commissioner of Patents, that the practice of 
the Office has been to discourage such a use of its functions, 
and that, during the past 15 years, but four or five such patents 
have been granted, although from twenty to thirty applications 
therefor have been made per year. The credit of sanitary 
improvements, Dr. F. said, were not due to individuals, but to 
medical science. Such improvements are never discoveries or 
revelations, but inductions. The United States Government 
should aid the great cause of medical science by making appro- 
priations for the publication of the transactions of the National 
Association, and by paying prizes for the best essays on subjects 
selected by that Association. The report was accepted and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Publication. 

The Committee on Nominations made the following report :— 

The Nominating Committee beg leave to make the following 
report: — 

ee Chairman of Special Committees for 1857 ; 

Dr. E. R. Peaslee, of Brunswick, Me., on Inflammation, its 
Pathology and its Relation to the Recuperative Process. 

Dr. J. C. Hutchinson, of my a N. Y., and Charles E. 
Isaacs, of New York city, on the Anatomy and Histology of 
the Cervix Uteri. 

Dr. J. Taylor Bradford, of Augusta, Ky., on the Treatment 
of Cholera. 
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Dr. Mark Stephenson, of N.Y., on the treatment Best Adapt- 
ed to Each Variety of Cataract, with the Method of Operation, 
Place of Election, Time, Age, Xe. 

Dr. J. W. Corson, of N. Y., on the Causes of the Impulse of 
the Heart, and the Agencies which Influence it in Health and 
Disease. 

Dr. D. Meredith Reese, of N. Y., on the Causes of Infant 
Mortality in Large Cities, the Source of its Increase, and the 
Means for its Diminution. 

Dr. J. Foster Jenkins, of Yonkers, N. Y., on Spontaneous 
Umbilical Hemorrhage of the Newly Born. 

Dr. Henry Carpenter, of Lancaster, Pa., on the Use of In- 
struments in Obstetrical Practice. 

Dr. Alex. J. Semmes, of Washington, D. C., on the Measures 
to be Adopted to.Remedy the Evils Existing in the Present 
Mode of Holding Coroner’s Inquests. 

Dr. J. Marion Sims, of New York city, on the Treatment of 
the Results of Obstructed Labor. 

Dr. J. B. Flint, of Louisville, Ky., on the True Position and 
Value of Operative Surgery as a Therapeutic Agent. 

Dr. G. Volney Dorsey, of Piqua, Ohio, on the Causes and 
Cure of Indigestion, especially in Relation to the Therapeutic 
Indications to be derived from the Chemical Composition of the 
Deposits in the Urine. 

Dr. C. B. Coventry, of Utica, N. Y., on the Medical Juris- 
prudence of Insanity, and the Testimony of Skilled Witnesses 
in courts of Justice. 

Dr. Jos. Leidy, of Philadelphia, Pa., on Human, Animal, and 
Vegetable Parasites. 

Dr. M. D. Darnall, of Bainbridge, Ind., on the Value of a 
Strict Attention to Position in the Sicctenees of Diseases of the 
Abdomen. 

Dr. George Sutton, of Aurora, Ind., on Milk Sickness. 

Dr. Clark J. Pease, of Janesville, Wis., on the Blending and 
Conversion of the Types of Fever. 

Dr. B. S. Woodsworth, of Fort Wayne, Ind., on the best Sub- 
stitute for Cinchona and its Preparations in the Treatment of 
Intermittent Fever and Malarious Neuralgia. 

Dr. Franklin Hinkle, Marietta, Pa., on the Use of Cinchona 
in Malarious Diseases. ‘ 

Henry V. Campbell, of Augusta, Ga., on the Nervous Sys- 
tem in Febrile Diseases. 

Dr. John Neill, of Philadelphia, Penn., on the Laws Govern- 
ing the Deposit of Bone. 

r. John W. Greene, of N. Y. city, on the Intimate Effects 
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of Certain Toxicological Agents in the Animal Tissues and 
Fluids. 

Dr. George Suckley, U. 8. A., on the Medical Topography 
and Fauna of Washington Territory. 

Dr. Jas. Cooper, of Hoboken, N. J., on the Flora of Wash- 
ington and Oregon Territories. 

Dr. Chas. E. Isaacs, of N. Y., on the Intimate Structure and 
the Pathology of the Kidney. 

Dr. Israel Moses, of New York city, on the Diseases Inci- 
dental to Europeans from Temperate Climates in their transi- 
tion through Central America. 

Dr. T. W. Gordon, of Georgetown, Brown County, O., on 
the Etiology and Pathology of Epidemic Cholera, to be con- 
tinued three years, and with power to add any other members. 

Dr. H. A. Johnson, of Chicago, on the Excretions as an In- 
dex to the Organic Changes going on in the System. 

Dr. D. D. Thomson, of Louisville, on the Remedial Effects of 
Chloroform. 

Stanpina CoMMITTEES.—Committee on Publication.—Drs. 

Francis G. Smith, of Pa., Chairman; Caspar Wister, of Pa., 
Samuel L. Hollingsworth, of Pa., Samuel Lewis, of Pa.; H. F. 
Askew, of Del.; Wm. Brodie, of Mich.; R. C. Foster, of 
Tenn. 
_ Committee on Prize Essays—Drs. Wm. K. Bowling, of 
Tenn., Chairman ; E. B. Haskins, of Tenn.; Thomas Lipscomb, 
of Tenn., A. H. Buchanan, of Tenn.; B. W. Avent, of Tenn.; 
W. A. Cheatham, of Tenn., Paul F. Eve, of Tenn. 

Committee of Arrangements—Drs. C. K. Winston, of Tenn., 
Chairman; Ira Conwell, of Tenn.; William D. Haggart, of 
Tenn.; J. L. C. Johnson, of Tenn.; F. A. Ramsay, of Tenn. ; 
Geo. Grant, of Tenn. ; J. B. Lindsley, of Tenn. 

To fill vacancies in the Committee on Medical Topography 
and Epidemics :— 

New Hampshire—Dr. V. P. Fitch, of Amherst. 

California—Dr. Robert Murray, of Fort Miller. 

To fill vacancies in the Committee upon a Uniform System of 
Registration of Marriages, Births and Deaths :— 

Vermont—Dr. Adrian T. Woodward, of Castleton. 

Connecticut—Dr. Wm. B. Casey, of Middletown. 

Virginia—Dr. R. W. Haxall, of Richmond. 

-California—Dr. Arthur R. Stout, of San Francisco. 

They recommend the continuance of the “Committee to Pro- 
eure Memorials of the Eminent and Worthy Dead,” and that 
the report, as far as prepared, be referred to the Committee on 
Publication. 
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Sranpine CommirtEEs.—On Medical Education—Drs. E. 
Geddings, of 8. C., Chairman, C. W. Le Boutiller, of Minne- 
sota; G. F. Mitchell, of Ohio; 8S. W. Clanton, of Ala.; S. W. 
Butler, of N. J. 

On Medical Literature—Drs. R. Hills, of Ohio, Chairman; 
D. W. Yandell, of Ky.; R. R. Porter, of Del.; H. A. Johnson, 
of Ill.; Charles E. Swan, of Maine. 

The President stated that Dr. Anderson, of Ala., chairman of 
Committee on Medical Education, had sent in his report. It 
was accepted and referred to the Committee on Publication. 

A report from Dr. Worth, of Md., on the Medical Topo- 
graphy and Epidemics of the Eastern Shore of Maryland, was 
accepted and referred to the Committee on Publication. 

A report from Dr. Cain, of 8. C., on the Epidemic of Yellow 
Fever in Charleston in 1854, was accepted and referred to the 
Committee on Publication. 

A report from Dr. Fenner, of La., on the Medical Topo- 
graphy and Epidemics of Louisiana, was accepted and referred 
to the Committee on Publication. 

Secretary Brodie stated that he had received a letter from 
Dr. Dillard, U. 8. N., appointed on the Committee on Medical 
Topography and Epidemics, saying that he could not act, in 
consequence of having received no appointment as delegate to 
the Association from the Surgeon-General. 

Dr. Gunn, of Michigan, said three communications had been 
handed to the Committee of Arrangements, by the Secretaries, 
which they (the Committee) had not time to examine. He 
asked that a special committee be appointed to report on volun- 
teer communications. 

Dr. Palmer, of IIl., offered the following, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the volunteer communications in the hands of 
the Committee of Arrangements be referred, with all other 
such commuriications, to a special committee to be appointed by 
the Chair, residing at the place of publication of the transac- 
tions; and if, in their judgment, the papers are worthy, they 
be referred by them to the Committee on Publication, to go in- 
to the transactions of the Association. 

The President appointed as such committee, Drs. A. Stille, 
S. Jackson, and J. B. Biddle. 

The authors and titles of the volunteer communications were 
announced by Secretary Brodie as follows :— 

By Dr. C. J. Chandler, of Rocheport, Mo., on Sulph. Cin- 
chona in Periodic Diseases. 

By Dr. Isidor Gluck, of New York, on Formation of Gun 
Shot Wounds, &c. 
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By Dr. G. P. Flachenberg, on an Improved Method of Ap- 
plying Compression to the Scrotum. 

A member of the Committee on a Uniform System of Regis- 
tration of Marriages, Births, and Deaths, stated that they were 
unable to make a report at present, in consequence of the death 
of their chairman, Dr. Wilson, of Conn. 

The Committee on Medical Literature, for 1855, was con- 
tinued for another year. 

Dr. Gross, of Louisville, tendered in behalf of the medical 
profession and the citizens of Louisville, an invitation to the 
Association to meet in that city in May, 1858. Placed on file. 

Dr. Dorsey, of Ohio, offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted :— 

Resolved, by the American Medical Association, That the 
Committee of the Etiology and Pathology of Cholera be in- 
structed to memorialize the Congress of the United States, re- 
questing that Honorable body to grant every necessary assist- 
ance which can or will promote the objects for which the Com- 
mittee has been appointed. 

Secretary Brodie, read a communication from the Royal 
Medical and Chirurgical Society of England, thanking the 
American Medical Association for their present of the eighth 
volume of their transactions. Ordered on file. 

Dr. Wistar, of Pa., offered the following, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed by the 
President, to correspond with the proper officer of the Smith- 
sonian Institute, inquiring into the possibility of procuring a 
chamber in that institution for the uses of this Association. 

The President appointed as such committee, Drs. Wistar, of 
Pa., Hale, of Washington, and J. Neill, of Pa. 

Dr. Phelps, of N. Y., offered the following, which were 
adopted. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Association tre due, and 
are hereby tendered, to the Fire Department of the city of De- 
troit, for the gratuitous use of their large and commodious hall, 
so amply furnishing to us accommodation for the convenient 
transaction of business. 

Resolved, That the urbane deportment and elegant hospitali- 
ties of the profession and of private individuals, as well as the 
polite attentions of citizens generally, demand of this Associa- 
tion a high appreciation of the cultivated manners of this city 
of the West, and which has tended greatly to enhance the 
. pleasure of the session here of the delegates from abroad. 

The Association adjourned to to-morrow morning at 9 o’clock. 
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LAST DAY. 

The Association was called to order by the President at 9 
o'clock. 

The minutes were read, corrected, and approved. 

Dr. Palmer, of Ill., moved that Dr. Coolidge, U.S. A., be 
substituted in the place of Dr. Finley, U. 8. A., as a member 
of the Committee on Medical Topography and Epidemics. Dr. 
P. said he made the motion by request. Carried. 

The following additional members (present by invitation ) 
were reported: Dr. Sanders, of Monroe, Mich., introduced by 
Dr. Rice; Dr. R. K. Rodgers, Suspension Bridge, N. Y., intro- 
duced by Dr. Brodie; Dr. Dwight, Calhoun county, Mich., 
introduced by Dr. Gunn. 

Dr. Atlee, of Pa., offered the following, which was adopted :-— 

Resolved, That all voluntary communications, hereafter pre- 
sented to the Association, shall be referred to a special commit- 
tee, to be appointed by the President on the first day of each 
annual meeting, whose duty it shall be to examine such commu- 
nications and report upon the propriety of their presentation 
and reference to the Committee of Publication. 

Dr. Lindsley, of Tenn., from the special committee appoin- 
ted the day previous, reported the following preamble and reso- 
lutions :-— 

Whereas, The exhibition of high courage and of self-sacrifi- 
cing devotion to the good of others is ever honorable to a pro- 
fession by whose members it is manifested, and worthy of their 
remembrance and emulation; therefore, 

Resolved, That in the death of P. Claiborne Gooch, of Rich- 
mond, Va., who nobly volunteered his services during the pes- 
tilence at Norfolk, we recognize a loss to this Association, the 
profession, and the country. His arduous and successful labors, 
as Secretary of the meetings at Charleston and Richmond, 
merited the regard of this Association. The zeal, ability, and 
industry manifested by him as founder and editor of the Stetho- 
scope—the first medical periodical established in the State of 
Virginia—showed his devotion to the cause of medical progress 
and activity; and the manner of his death, gave signal evidence 
that he was one of whom his country might well be proud. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be transmitted by 
the Secretary to the relatives of the late Dr. Gooch. 

- The resolutions were adopted, and had the usual reference. 

On —— of Dr. Palmer, of IIl., 

Resolve@, That the Committee on Registration have leave now 
to present a partial report, which is hereby referred to the Com- 
mittee on Publication. 
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Dr. Denton of Mich., offered the following :— 

Resolved, That a committee of three shall be appointed, whose 
duty it shall be to enlist some enterprising publisher to aid in 
collecting and arranging material for an American Medical 
Directory. 

On motion of Dr. Watson, of N. Y., laid on the table. 

Dr. Leide, of Pa., offered the following :— 

Whereas, It is the object of this Association, in the award 
of prizes for communications on subjects appertaining to medi- 
éal science, to encourage the progress of the latter; and as this 
result cannot be better attained than through original investi- 
gation and discovery— 

Resolved, That, hereafter, an annual prize of. dollars be 
awarced for the best memoir or essay founded on original inves- 
tigations of the author; and, in case of no memoir or essay 
being presented worthy of such award, the prize money to be 
appropriated towards the expense of publishing and illustrating 
such memoirs as may be subsequently deemed worthy of an 
award. 

The resolutions, together with the suggestions of the Com- 
mittee on Prize Essays, as to whether any means can be devised 
to cause an increase of the number of essays presented, were 
referred to a special committee, consisting of Drs. Leide, Wood, 
and C. D. Meigs, of Pa. 

Proposed amendments to the constitution being in order, Dr. 
Smith moved that the proposition to amend, by providing that 
‘“‘any member who omits to pay for the published transactions 
for three successive years, shall be considered as withdrawn,”’ 
be laid upon the table until the next annual meeting of the 
Association. Carried. 

The Secretary read an invitation to the Association to at- 
tend the next annual meeting of the Massachusetts State Medi- 
cal Association. Accepted. 

Dr. R. K. Smith offered the following :— 

Resolved, That a special committee be appointed to report to 
the next annual meeting of the American Medical Associa- 
tion, a classification of those diseases which involve a derange- 
ment of the mental manifestations. 

Adopted, and Dr. Smith appointed chairman of said commit- 
tee, with power to choose his associates. 

On motion of Dr. Atlee, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Publication be rqguested to 
transmit annually to the Epidemiological Society oMLondon a 
copy of our transactions. 

On motion of Dr. Gunn, of Mich., 
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Resolved, That any new medical institution not heretofore 
represented in this body be requested to transmit to the Secre- 
tary, with the credentials of its delegates, evidence of its exist- 
ence, capacity, and good standing. 

Dr. Phelps, of N. Y., offered a preamble and resolutions rela- 
tive to the relation existing between medicine and religion. 
Laid on the table. 

Dr. McGuggin offered the following: 

Resolved, That a special committee be appointed to report on 
the subject of “Stomatitis Materni.” 

Adopted, and Dr. McGuggin appointed chairman of such 
committee. 

On motion of Dr. Bailey, of Ill., Dr. Davis, of Chicago, was 
requested to continue his observations on the changes produced 
in the composition and qualities of milk by pregnancy and 
menstruation; also the best substitute for the mother’s milk 
when weaning becomes necessary; and report at the next 
meeting of the Association. 

A report from the Committee on Railroads, &c., was read, 
and the same committee continued to next meeting. 

On motion of Dr. Smith, of N. J., the resolutions of Dr. 
Palmer, offered the day previous, were taken from the table and 
referred to the Committee on Publication. 

On motion of Dr. Atlee, of Pa., the thanks of the Associa- 
tion were returned to those railroads that had evinced a liber- 
ality in conveying delegates to and from the Association. 

On motion of Dr. Palmer, of IIl., 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Association be presented to 
the press of the city of Detroit, who have taken so much inter- 
est in reporting the proceedings of this a 

The Association then adjourned to meet in Nashville, Tenn., 
in 1857. 


———__ —t> ¢ 0-0 + ee e 


EDITORIAL. : 





WE devote a large part of the present number of the Journal 
to the proceedings of the recent Annual Meeting of the Ameri- 
can Medical Association, having no doubt but all our subscribers 
will be glad to have the whole together. It will be seen, from 
the number and character of the reports and papers referred to 
the Committee on Publication, that the next volume of the Tran- 
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sactions will be large, and filled with matter of permanent inter- 
est and value. If any of our subscribers wish to secure a copy, 
when published, they can do so by remitting three dollars to the 
Treasurer, Dr. C. Wistar, of Philadelphia. The number of mem- 
bers in attendance on the meeting in Detroit was quite as large 
as was expected, and all the business was transacted with har- 
mony and good feeling. The usual social entertainments, in the 
evenings, were pleasant seasons, contributing much to the aggre- 
gated enjoyment of the Association. The steamboat excursion 
on the St. Clair River was the only thing that struck us as ill- 
timed or out of place. It was so arranged as to use up the 
whole afternoon of Wednesday, thereby taking out one-half of 
the best working day of the Annual Session, and compelling 
those who had sacrificed much for the sake of attending the 
necessary business of the Association, and anxious to return 
home at the earliest moment, either to sit idle in their hotels, or 
participate in pleasures for which they had neither time nor in- 
clination. At all previous Annual Meetings, excursions, and 
the like, had uniformly been so arranged as not to interfere with 
any of the hours properly belonging to the business of the Asso- 
ciation, and we hope the same rule will be followed hereafter. 





Death. 

Dr. John E. Heald, of West Point, Indiana, died on the 29th 
of December, 1855, of Tubercular Phthisis. He was 46 years 
of age, and a man respected both as a practitioner and a citizen. 





Extra- Uterine Pregnancy. 

We cut the following from a newspaper. Will Dr. Allaire, 
or some one of the medical attendants, give us a more complete 
account of the case ?— 

“Tt seems that Mrs. Philip Youngles, who is about thirty 
years of age, has been suffering from a tumor for several years. 
- While in Germany, some two years after the birth of her first 
child, she supposed herself to be some seven months in her 
second pregnancy, when she was seized with what she supposed 
to be labor pains—which finally subsided, and appearances of 
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pregnancy gradually passed away; leaving, however, a small 
tumor in her right side. Some two years after, she became 
pregnant for the third time, and in due season was delivered of 
a fine, healthy child. She enjoyed her usual good health, re- 
moved to this country, and was finally delivered of a third 
child about a year since. About two months after the birth of 
the last child, she experienced some pains from the tumor, 
which became highly inflamed, and finally broke, discharging 
large quantities of very offensive matter. Last Monday, Dr. 
Heis, of Du Page county, was called, and Drs. Young and Al- 
laire were called in consultation, when it was determined to 
open the tumor, from whence they removed the bones of a 
foetus of about seven months growth, which were completely 
hardened.” 





“ Forceps versus Embryulcia.”’ 

The article contained in the present number of the Journal 
from Dr. Freese, though very acceptable as a whole, yet con- 
tains one or two items which we are unwilling to let pass with- 
out a word of comment. So far as Dr. Freese inculcates the 
idea that the forceps should be used in all possible cases, in 
preference to the perforator, we fully coincide with him. From 
facts that have come under our own observation, we fear that 
this is not always the practice; but that embryotomy is some- 
times resorted to, when a well-timed and skilful application of 
the forceps would have saved both mother and child. On the 
subject of compressing the child’s head with the forceps, how- 
ever, we should differ somewhat frdm our correspondent. We 
have in several instances where the labor had been protracted, 
and the child’s head in consequence much elongated, applied 
the forceps and found the handles easily pressed together, and 
yet without compressing the head so much as to be in any de- 
gree injurious to the child. 

On this subject we commend to all our readers the following 
paragraph from Dr. Meigs’ Treatise on Obstetrics :— 

‘One of the most dangerous errors relative to the forceps that 


a Student could take up, would be the opinion that the forceps 
is, in its very design, a compressive instrument: itis not so; the 
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forceps is not a pincers, it is an extractor—it is a real tire-tete ; 
and I think it ought to be established as a principle in obstetrics, 
that where there is not space enough for the descent of the head 
without the forceps, there cannot be produced a due propor- 
tion by merely squeezing the head down to the required 
dimensions by such an instrument. Lest, however, I might by 
the above give a wrong impression of my views, it is needful 
that I should state, that a head, by long pressure of the pains, 
may be so moulded and reduced in diameter as to be squeezed 
through a pelvis smaller than the head was at the commencement 
of the travail: whenever, therefore, the pains cease, or are in- 
sufficient to produce it, the forceps, used as an extractor, may 
assist to that end; they should never squeeze it merely to com- 
press and diminish its dimensions; they should always embrace 
it firmly enough to hold on and draw down, so that the passages 
may mould it as it descends.” ' 

‘The above-mentioned results, procured by so distingushed 
a writer as Baudelocque, ought to suffice for removing any lin- 
gering disposition we might have to regard the forceps as a 
compressing instrument, and we should then be fully on our 
guard against the propensity to use it for such an object. But 
let it be considered that the head does not fill up the pelvis as 
a nail fills up the hole into which it is driven, but that it is al- 
ways caught and arrested by two or perhaps four points on 
which it is impelled, and we shall see that if we do use it to 
squeeze and reduce the size of the head, we shall only reduce 
those diameters that are already small enough, and augment 
those that are already too large, for it cannot be adjusted on 
the points that are in such close contact as to constitute a real 
arrest. The most proper view to take of the instrument is, that 
it is a substitute for proper labor pain, supplying the want of 
expulsive force when wholly absent, or aiding it when its force 
is insufficient to effect the Salivary of the woman.”’ 





Remote Effects of Chloroform. 

We take the following interesting facts, in relation to a very 
interesting subject, from an article in the Charleston Medical 
Journal, by Dr. C. Happoldt, the Editor :— 


“Besides showing the large quantity of chloroform which 
may be introduced into the system without producing death, I 
am desirous of calling attention, in the following remarks, to 
some of its local effects on the nerves of special sense—whose 
seat of function is located in the passages through which the 
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vapor passes on its way to the lungs—and to its remote effects 
produced on the organs supplied by the nerves which proceed 
from the lower segment of the spinal column. 

“‘Two cases recently came under my observation, which are 
interesting for the exhibition of these phenomena. The subjects 
of both were of the nervo-lymphatic temperament, and of seden- 
tary habits. They had, during several months, resorted to the 
inhalation of chloroform for the purpose of procuring sleep, 
when this desired condition did not naturally occur at a season- 
able hour. One or two ounces generally induced tranquil slum- 
ber, without being followed by any unpleasant consequence, 
except slight nausea, which usually dissappeared after the morn- 
ing meal. 

‘“‘One of these patients had an attack of asthma, to which he 
had been previously subject; and being aware of the anti-spasmo- 
dic and anesthetic properties of chloroform, he unadvisably put 
himself under its influence, and continued the inhalation for 
forty hours; during which time he inhaled twenty ownces of the 
fluid. The asthma was relieved, and has not since returned— 
nine months having now elapsed—but he was left in an uncom- 
fortable condition: the sense of smell was abolished, and that 
of taste perverted. The bladder and rectum lost their tonicity 
and excitability: when the former became distended, a concen- 
trated effort of the will was necessary to effect urination; the 
latter remained for several months in a torpid condition, requi- 
ring the constant use of cathartics to effect the evacuation of 
its contents. The sexual appetite was, for many weeks, abol- 
ished; and the restoration of the functions of these organs was 
slowly accomplished. Saline substances were urgently craved, 
and freely taken. Brandy was not disagreeable, and appeared 
to be of use in restoring the healthy conditions of the organs 
involved. 


“The other patient supposed that- he inhaled four fluid . 


ounces without interruption, from the fact, that the phial which 
had contained that quantity was empty on the following morn- 
ing. He remained unconscious ten hours, and, on awakening, 
experienced no unpleasant symptoms. While breakfasting, he 
noticed the strange taste of the various dishes of which he par- 
took; but the taste of coffee was peculiarly unpleasant; and it 
was with difficulty that he could be persuaded that it was not 
the substances which he ate, but his sense of taste, which was 
at fault. During the day, whatever he ate appeared perverted 
in flavor; he became convinced that the cause of his altered 
sensations lay in his organ of taste. For more than a month, 
neither fruits, wines, tea, nor coffee, could be taken with relish ; 
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and it was not until the expiration of two months that the sense 
of taste was restored. 

“The sense of smell was, for nearly the same length of time, 
almost abolished. The nostrils were nearly closed by the swell- 
ing of the mucous membrane. The tongue became pale in 
color; and the mucus membrane of the mouth and throat was 
flaccid and swollen, as was that of the nares. 

“Coincident with these phenomena, the penis was felt to be 
unusually flaccid; and there was no inclination to urinate. It 
was only after the bladder became considerably distended that 
urination was possible. ‘There was no pain, but a strange sen- 
sation along the uretha while the urine was passing out. The 
specific gravity of this excretion was somewhat below the 
normal standard, and it contained a large proportion of the 
triple phosphates, and a trace of the crystals of uric acid. 
' During two months there was no erection of the penis. The 
patient believed that the secretion of semen was not interfered 
with, from the sensation referred to the testes, and the desire 
which existed for sexual indulgence. The inability to perform 
the act he attributed solely to the paralysis of the perineal 
muscles. 

“The rectum and intestines partook of a similar torpidity 
with the urinary organs; but the sphincter ani retained its con- 
tractile power. For-a week there was no evacuation from the 
bowels, and no uneasiness was felt therefrom. The saline 
cathartics had very little effect. Calomel, rhubarb, aloes, and 
other more drastic substances, were found most efficacious. 
Nux vomica and strychnine, arnica, and iron, were resorted to, 
with no perceptible effect over the paralyzed organs. Brandy, 
which was most agreeable to the taste as a beverage, appeared 
to mitigate the symptoms, and was freely taken during their 
continuance. 

“After the expiration of two months, the only remaining 
effect of the chloroform was constipation, which remains until 
this time (December 20th,) five months since the last inhalation. 
This patient had never before suffered from constipation; now 
defecation seldom occurs without the aid of a cathartic.”’ 

















